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EXPERIMENTS WITH NEW 
REMEDIES. 


Tue brief interval which will occur befor 
we can begin to devote the first pages of the 
Numbers of our present Volume to the publi- 
cation of new courses of lectures, we occupy 
by making the following interesting extracts 
from the last numbers of Rust’s Magazine 
which have reached us,—Numbers 1, 2, and 
3 of Volumes 46 and 47. The first article ia 
Vol. 46 consists of the Annual Report of the 
Hospital of La Charité at Berlin, drawn up 
by Dr. H. Kéuter, which contains, amongst 
other information, an account of certain ex- 
periments conducted ia that hospital with 
some comparatively new remedies, of which 
the following are the prineipal :—Creosote, 
chlorate of potash, croton oil, nitrate of 
strychnine, tartar emetic, and indigo. After 
describing these, we shall subjoin such 
other analyses of the contents of these num- 
bers as space will allow us to give. 

Crerosote.—This was employed in several 
cases of pulmonary and laryngeal consump- 
tion; against carcinoma of the uterus, chro- 
nic exanthemata, particularly the itch, and 
toothach arising from carious teeth. It was 
generally administered in the form of pilis, 
with the root of the marsh-mallow, and liquo- 
rice juice, commencing with half a grain 
morning and evening, which dose was gra- 
dually increased to eight grains, so that the 
patient had sometimes taken more than 120 
grains in three weeks. Externally this re- 
medy was administered in a solution of a 
dracim to six, eight, or ten ounces of water. 
The general effects of creosote on consump- 
tive patients were far from being favour- 
able. Given in the various stages of the 
complaint, it increased the fever and num- 
her of pulsations, aggravated the cough 
and dyspnoea, without easing the expectora- 
tion, or changing the quantity and quality of 
the sputa; it moreover encreased the ten- 
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dency to hemoptysis, and diminished the 
secretion of the urine. The digestive func- 
tions were seldom deranged during its use ; 
in one case only, the occurrence of severe 
vomiting on the eleventh day rendered it 
necessary to suspend the medicine alto- 
gether. From its stimulating action on the 
circulating system, and the increase of fever 
which it produced, the creosote frequently 
brought on rapid sinking of the general 
strength, and the patient died in a very un- 
expected manner at an early period. In one 
case it evidently promoted the development 
of a dropsical affection, by diminishing the 
urinary secretion. This remedy never seem- 
ed to act as a palliative, much lit as a radi- 
cal means of cure, in the treatment of phthisis, 
for of twelve patients submitted to its use 
some died within the space of three weeks, 
and the rest immediately after its suspen- 
sion. In one patient, affected with a com- 
plication of universal syphilis and laryngeal 
phthisis, the former complaint was much 
aggravated during the treatment. The same 
unfavourable results were obtained by the 
experiments made with the creosote lotion 
in cases of carcicoma uteri. The disease 
continued to march without any modifica- 
tion, while no change took place in the dis- 
charge, the pains were remarkably increas- 
ed, and the hemorrhage continued without 
any abatement. It was also employed asa 
lotion, (one drachm to ten ounces of water,) 
in cases of chronic exanthema, and gave rise 
to acute burning sensation and injection of 
the integuments, until the skin became, as 
it were, accustomed to iis use, One case 
of impetigo sparsa of the lower extremities, 
which had existed for several years, was 
cured within eight weeks ; but it produced 
no effect in a case of impetigo scabida of the 
face and arms. In several cases the creosote 
cured scabies within eight days. It acted 
in the most remarkable manuer on the pain 
arising from carious teeth; the application 
of a small quantity with a bit of wcol to the 
carious cavity invariably produced cessa- 
tion of the pain within a few minutes, 


or Potass.—This, (the kali chlo- 
rinicum), was also employed in 25 cases of 


tubercular phthisis, in . following form:— 
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Kk Kali chlorinici, 3 j. Dissolve in distilled 
water, four ounces, and add of the syrup of 
marsh-mallow, one ounce. M.D. S. A table- 
spoonful to be taken four times a day. 
Whenever the medicine was well sup- 
ported by the stomach, it was carried to one 
and a half or two drachms. Four of the 
patients submitted to this remedy were 
of the climacteric age; the rest, though 
ounger, had all passed the period of pu- 
y. Allthe patients had arrived at the 
second stage of the complaint ; in only one 
case the disease was at its commencement, 
and in another it had reached the colliqua- 
tive stage. The effects were very similar 
to those of creosote. It encreased the pulse 
and cough, and produced pain in the chest 
and bloody sputa, without improving the 
expectoration. In addition to this it acted 
in an unfavourable manner on the digestion, 
diminishing the appetite, producing pain in 
the abdomen, and watery diarrhoea, and, in 
many cases, it became necessary at once to 
lay the remedy aside. The secretion of 
urine was rather increased than diminished. 
It was, however, much better supported 
when united with some digitalis, or cherry- 
laurel water, or, in case of purging and 
colic being produced, with laudanum. The 
duration of the treatment varied from eight 
days to eight weeks, and more. Of the 25 
tients 19 died, and four were left unre- 
ieved ; of the two remaining, a woman, 
whose disease seemed rather to be ulcerated 
phthisis, ( phyexulcerata ), and a man, above 
30 years of age, the hectic fever and expec- 
toration gradually diminished, and then dis- 
appeared ; the appetite became improved, 
and with it the patient’s strength, and at 
length the cure seemed perfect. The man’s 
case was entirely lost sight of; however, 
the woman was seen by Dr. Kéuver a long 
time afterwards in the best health. Although 
the general result of the experiments made 
with this latter remedy was unfavourable, 
yet the author thinks it should be admitted 
amongst the number of medicines useful in 
pulmonary phtbisis, though its stimulating 
action on the circulating and pulmonary 
systems cannot be denied. Its use is contra- 
indicated in cases where the fever runs high, 
where there is any sign of inflammation of 
the lungs, or any tendency to hemoptysis. 


Croton O11.—This was employed ex- 
ternally in the numerous rheumatic cases 
which presented themselves, and likewise 
as a counter-irritant in cases of headach, 
nervous pains, pleurisy, &c. One part of 
the croton oil was mixed with five of some 
inactive oil (oil of poppies, bergamot), and 
from 10 to 20 or 30 drops of the mixture 
were rubbed in twice or thrice a day, over 
the integuments covering the affected parts. 
The immediate effect was to produce a 
bright red colour of the skin, which gra- 
dually became stronger; and, if the skin 


was sensitive, passed, within twelve hours, 
into a pustular eruption. The oil was now 
rubbed into another part of the integuments, 
or the use of the remedy suspended for a 
short time, during which the pustules dried 
off, and the natural colour of the skin was 
restored. In most cases the eruption pro- 
duced itching, and a slight sensation of 
burning, but in a few individuals very acute 
pain. The author never observed any other 
unpleasant consequence, or purging. Rheu- 
matic affections were in general much bene- 
fited by this mode of treatment; the pains 
were considerably relieved in a short time, 
and even chronic tumours, and deposits in the 
tendinous structure, were dissipated. In or- 
ganic diseases of other parts, and in nervous 
pains, it sometimes produced benefit, some- 
times none. Thus it appears that croton oil 
should occupy a middle place between the 
tartar emetic ointment and sinapisms. It has 
this advantage over the former, that its ac- 
tion may be increased or diminished as cir- 
cumstances may require, and over the latter, 
that the pustules dry off much quicker, with- 
out leaving behind them any of the ulcerat- 
ing tumours, which so often attend the use 
of the tartar emetic. It is a remedy particu- 
larly useful in the treatment of the diseases 
of children, 


Nrrrate or Srrycuxine.—This nitrate 
(strychninum nitricum) was employed in se- 
veral cases of paralysis, arising either from 
cerebral haemorrhage, poisoning with lead, 
rheumatism, or tabes. The eighth of a grain 
was mixed with ten grains of sugar, and one 
powder given daily, at the commencement. 
After a lapse of eight or ten days, or when 
the remedy seemed to produce little or no 
effect, the same quantity was administered 
twice aday. The highest dose taken was 
half a grain morning and evening ; but this 
quantity soon brought on violent convul- 
sions. Neither the small nor the more con- 
siderable doses produced any remarkable in- 
fluence on the ganglionic nervous system. It 
was almost always well supported by the sto- 
mach, and, in a very few cases only, gave 
rise to vomiting. Ina short time after its 
administration, the pulse became more fre- 
quent and full, the temperature of the skin 
more elevated, the cheeks slightly red, and 
the increased warmth was followed by a 
gentle and universal perspiration, which 
produced a sensation of relief to the patient. 
The remedy did not seem to increase any 
other secretion than that of perspiration. In 
cases where small doses only were adminis- 
tered, the patients experienced slight pains, 
and a sensation of stiffness and weakness in 
the affected part, which rendered them un- 
willing and incapable of making any efforts 
with their limbs (where the latter were only 
partially paralyzed); however, after the lapse 
of a few hours, the same parts recovered 
their former power of motion, with a feeling 
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of increased activity and strength. Higher 
doses of the strychnine produced flashings 
of the eyes, convulsions of the limbs, and in 
some cases, especially in females, violent 
and general convulsions, accompanied with 
quick respiration, and a complete periodic 
suspension of the breath. When the intel- 
lectual faculties became affected, the effect 
manifested itself in prostration, depression 
of the spirits, and a strong tendency to cry. 
Other patients were affected in an opposite 
manner, and laughed excessively, even on 
the slightest occasion. In some individuals 
of nervous temperament, the sensibility to- 
wards external impressions was so great, 
that they broke out into an uncontrollable 
fit of violent laughter as soon as they were 
touched with the finger. In a few cases it 
was impossible to continue the medicine in 
any dose ; in others, where a large quantity 
was given, it produced severe symptoms of 
congestion towards the head and breast, with 
pain in the chest,and headach, hemoptysis, 
symptoms of cerebral apoplexy, and general 
fever. Hence its use is contraindicated in 
individuals of a plethoric temperament, 
where the pulmonary system is easily ex- 
cited, or where there is any marked tendency 
towards congestion of the chest or head. 
Strychnine seems to produce an excitation 
of the whole nervous system, and particu- 
larly of the vertebral nerves, together with 
a secondary action on the vascular system 
and organs of secretion; but it does not 
communicate any durable increase of force 
or power. Hence it seems much better 
adapted for cases where the excitability has 
been simply exhausted by frequent action 
of some powerful or specific stimulus, where 
the power of the nervous system seems to 
slumber, and to require nothing but a pro- 
per excitant to bring it into action. In cases 
of general feebleness, or true exhaustion of 
the vital force, it generally produces more 
injury than benefit. Hence we should al- 
ways begin with small doses, given at con- 
siderable intervals, and increase the quan- 
tity very gradually, in order to keep pace 
with the increased action of the nervous 
system, and avoid producing the exhaustion 
which accompanies this artificial excite- 
ment. As to the effects of the remedy in 
cases of paralysis, there were some fortunate, 
—sometimes no result occurred,—the latter 
was much more frequent than the former. 
In a very few instances only was the cure 
complete, that is to say, the members which 
were partially or completely paralyzed re- 
covered complete power of motion, and this 
state continued during the eight to twelve 
weeks’ employment of the remedy. It ge- 
nerally produced, for the first few days of its 
employment, a manifest amelioration ; but 
in most cases it was impossible to obtain any 
further relief, even by considerable increase 
of the dose. On the contrary, where the 
dose was elevated, in the hope of keeping 
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up the improvement manifested in the 
stage, the strychnine produced more evil 
than good, by bringing on convulsions, fol- 
lowed by an increase of the paralysis. The 
patients often supported weil one-eighth of 
of a grain once or twice a day, and then im- 
proved a good deal; but when the dose was 
increased to two-eighths once or twice daily, 
it very often occasioned some of the acci- 
dents above mentioned, and it became ne- 
cessary to suspend the remedy altogether. 
In cases of this kind, it was generally neces- 
sary to abandon this mode of treatment with- 
out reserve, as the patients could never again 
bear even the smallest dose, Authors re- 
commend the external use of strychnine in 
cases of a desperate nature, where stima- 
lants of every kind have already been em- 
ployed in vain, and say that from one-eighth 
to two-eighths of a grain, mixed with from 
one to two grains of sugar, is well support- 
ed, and sometimes produces beneficial ef- 
fects. When this remedy was tried exter- 
nally at the Berlin Hospital, it very soon 
produced pains and stiffness in the paralyzed 
limbs, which, however, diminished after the 
lapse ofa few hours. The healthy members 
were much less affected. The most bene- 
ficial results were obtained in cases of para- 
lysis from lead, and after them in rheumatic 
affections. Its eflicacy against paralysis, 
resulting from cerebral hemorrhage, was 
much more confined, and when given for 
tabes dorsalis, instead of doing good, it acce- 
lerated the march of the disease. 


Venous Insection or Tartar Emeric IN 
Tetanvs,—An ore-smelter, 47 years of age, 
while engaged in melting some metal, poured 
a quantity of the fluid into his right shoe. 
The sole of the foot was burned in a severe 
manner, and the whole of the tendons, nerves, 
and blood-vessels of this region were exposed, 
exactly as in an anatomical preparation. 
The patient was brought to the hospital of 
La Charité a few hours after the accident, 
with symptoms of severe general fever. Some 
alleviation was produced by blood-letting, 
with cold local applications, and an anti- 
phlogistic regimen. After the lapse of afew 
days, the patient, who had been accustomed 
to the free use of spirituous liquors, was 
seized with delirium tremens, and the agita- 
tion of the injured limb, which he kept in 
constant motion, finally excited an attack of 
tetanus. This new accident was combated 
with the potash bath, frictions along the 
spine with the mercurial ointment with 
opium, leeches to the neck, and the internal 
use of opium and laurel-water. As these 
remedies produced no effect whatever, it was 
determined to throw a solution of tartar 
emetic into the veins. The operation was 
performed in the usual manner, and with 
the utmost caution. The median vein of the 
left arm being small incision was 
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made into the vein, and a quill introduced 
through the orifice. The quill was now fixed 
in the vein, with a ligature, and an ounce of 
distilled water, containing three grains of 
tartar emetic, gradually thrown in with a 
small syringe, whose nozzle exactly fitted 
the quill-tube. The action of the medicine 
was instantaneous. The pulse became small 
and frequent ; the respiration accelerated ; 
the pupils sometimes contracted, sometimes 
dilated ; the patient began to cough, and in 
a very short time vomited once or twice ; 
the body was now covered with a profuse 
general sweat. The remedy, however, seem- 
ed to exercise no influence ou the disease. 
The tetanic symptoms continued unabated, 
opisthotonos set in, and the patient soon 
after died. On examining the body, the 
membranes of the brain and spinal marrow 
were found considerably congested. The 
substance of the spinal marrow seemed softer 
than natural, but otherwise normal. The 
vein into which the solution of tartar emetic 
had been thrown showed evident traces of 
inflammation, from the point of incision as 
far as the veracava. The right cavities of 
the heart were filled with dark coagulated 
hlood. The rest of the body presented no- 
thing worthy of notice. 

Ixptco tn EptLersy.—In cases of epilepsy, 
where it was impossible to ascertain, with 
any certainty, the cause of the disease, or 
where the attacks persisted in spite of 
rational treatment, recourse was had to spe- 
citic measures, especially indigo. This lat- 
ter remedy was frequently employed in the 
following form :— 

Indigo powder, ss ; aromatic powder, 
3 ss; simple syrup, 5 ii. M. d. in olla. Take 
a tea-spoonful three times a day. 


In this way the patient usualiy took about 
adrachm of indigo per day, and the dose 
was gradually increased until the whole 
half-ounce was administered in the course 
of the day. The medicine was generally 
well supported by the stomach ; sometimes 
large doses produced purging, and, in a few 
cases, vomiting. The excrementitious mat- 
ter presented a dark-blue colour, but the 
urine only a bluish-grey tinge. In most 
cases the accesses became more violent after 
the administration of indigo, but after a cer- 
tain interval they became more mild and 
short, and, finally, in several cases, disap- 
peared altogether, after a period of treat- 
ment varying from three to four months. In 
several other cases, however, this method 
of treatment produced little or no benefit ; 
hence it remains for future experience to 
determine how far and in what particular 
cases this medicine, united with proper diet 
and attention to the general health, may te 
useful in the treatment of epilepsy. 


CONIUM MACULATUM IN CARCI 
NOMA OF THE UTERUS. 

We extract the following case from the 
third No. of the 46th Vol. It is not drawn 
up in a very accurate or scientific manner, 
and the author seems over hasty in the con- 
clusions which he draws from a single ex- 
periment. However, any thing that pro- 
mises to throw light on the medical treat- 
ment of carcinoma uteri is worthy of atten- 
tion. 

Case.—Madame F., a woman 50 years of 
age, mother of six children, generally en- 
joyed good health. The catamenia were re- 
gular during the early part of her life, but 
at the critical period she was attacked with 
frequent and violent uterine hamorrhage, 
which at first was mistaken for a derange- 
ment of the menstrual discharge, so com- 
mon at this period of life. The remedies 
employed te combat this state were of little 
or no benefit, and the patient, though a 
robust woman, soon became excessively 
thin, and instead of her former healthy 
colour, presented a yellowish, cachetic ap- 
pearance, very characteristic of some or- 
ganic disease. The existence of the latter 
was, moreover, indicated by a pricking, 
burning sensation in the deep-seated parts 
within the pelvis, and sympathetic pains in 
the mamma. The author suspected the ex- 
istence of schirrous metritis, or occult can- 
cer of the uterus, more particulary as the 
discharge of a yellowish fluid, mixed with 
coagulated blood, emitted the specific odour 
of cancer. The loss of blood was now ex- 
cessively profuse, and the patient some- 
times reduced to the utmost extremity. An 
examination, par vaginam, was made, tode- 
termine mere exactly the nature of the dis- 
ease, and the os uteri found partly scirrhous, 
partly carcinomatous. The patient was im- 
mediately placed on a milk diet, and injec- 
tions composed of lime-water and milk, and 
finally (as the discharge of blood and foetid 
matter became more profuse), of a solution 
of the extract of green walnut-shells in lime- 
water. These local means were, of course, 
only palliative. The internal treatment con- 
sisted in the use of the couium maculatum, 
which the author determined to experiment 
without the aid of any other remedy. Two- 
grain pills were made up, containing a moiety 
extract, a moiety powder, of the conium. One 
of these was administered morning and 
evening, and the dose gradually increased, 
until the patient was brought to take 56 pills, 
containing 116 grains of this medicine, in 
the day. It now became necessary to sus- 
pend the use of the remedy, from the great 
depression it produced on the system in ge- 
neral, the sinking and slowness of the 
pulse, the livid appearance of the patient’s 
countenance, the dyspepsia, with occasional 
purging, the constant sopor it oecasioned, 
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pier with convulsive movements, and 
r symptoms of imminent narcosis. The 
beneficial results, however, of the medicine 
were not long in manifesting themselves. 
The foul secretion from the os uteri became 
gradually improved, and lost its penetrating 
carcinomatous odour. The loss of blood 
became less severe and frequent, and at 
length became quite insignificant. The pa- 
tient still continued to employ the injections 
already mentioned, and took internally some 
of the watery extract of bark, with phospho- 
ric acid. As the local symptoms disappear- 
ed, the general health gradually improved. 
The patient was soon able to leave her bed, 
her complexion became more healthy, her 
strength recovered, and she has now passed 
several years ina state of complete conva- 
lescence, without any symptom of disorder 
about the generative organs, or any appre- 
hension of a relapse. 


OPERATION FOR ELEPHANTIASIS 
SCROTI. 


Vol.47, No. 1, of the journal before us con- 
tains a case of elephantiasis scroti, in which 
an operation was successfully performed by 
Dr. Seerig, at Konigsberg, with the best re- 
sults. Our readers undoubtedly bear in 
mind the celebrated operation of this kind 
which was prematurely performed some 
~ ago at Guy's Hospital, by Mr. Aston 

ey, and its unfortunate termination. Far 
be it from us to throw any doubt on the skill 
or the ability of the operator on this occa- 
sion, but it seems to be perfectly true, that 
almost all great operations of an analogous 
kind have succeeded in the hands of persons 
of slighter pretensions to surgical skill, Ba- 
ron Larrey was one of the first who attacked 
this disease with the knife. Since the pub- 
lication of reports of his two operatious, M. 
Raymondson removed a tumour weighing 29 
Delonnes cne of 30 pounds weight, 

. Titley one weighing 70 pounds, and, 
lastly, Clot-Bey removed a tumour of a si- 
milar kind in Egypt, which weighed no less 
than 110 pounds. Various conjectures have 
been made as to the cause of elephantiasis, 
bat, like the efforts made to ascend to the 
causes of various other diseases, the greater 
part of the reasous assigned by Larrey and 
others are merely conjectural. Climate has 
certainly a powerful predisposing influence, 
for the disease is seldom or never seen in 
cold climates. In addition to this cause, 
Clot-Bey enumerates, first, the living in a 
moist situatiow; secondly, exposure to the 
sharp wind which blows along the coast; 
thirdly, imperfect and bad nourishment ; 
fourthly, loose clothing, and exposure of the 
scrotum to the air; fifthly, abuse of cold ab- 
lutions of the genital organs. However, it 
is certain that the disease may become de- 
veloped altogether independently of these 
several causes. As to the treatment of this 


complaint, experience seems to have demon- 
strated the following points: Ist, That the 
disease is in most cases of a local nature, 
and hence admits of an operation; 2d, That 
pure medicinal treatment, with mercury or 
antimony for instance, is more injurious than 
useful ; 3d, That an operation should be per- 
formed as early as possible. 

The subject of the case now before us was 
a strong-built man, 34 years of age, born at 
Kreidelwitz. His parents enjoyed 
health. Upto the age of eight years, the 
patient merely suffered from some of the ex- 
anthematous diseases, common in childhood. 
At eight years one of the glands of the right 
inguinal region began to swell, and being 
treated with poultices, broke, but healed, 
after a lapse of six months. Five years after 
this, he began to perceive a tumour over the 
symphysis pubis, which soon attained the 
size of a hen’s egg ; increased gradually, ex- 
tended over the skin of the penis,and at the 
age of ten years, extended so far down along 
the scrotum as to be taken for a hernia. It 
attracted no attention until it had reached 
the size of a double fist, and began to cause 
pain in the part. The patient now sought 
medical aid, and, when twenty years of age, 
came te Breslau, and was there treated (dur- 
ing a space of three months) as one affected 
with scrofula, with mercurials and antimo- 
nials, but without any effect. Four years 
later, a large glandular swelling formed 
under the angle of the right jaw, which the 
patient himself opened and healed. The 
tumour of the scrotum continued to make 
rapid progress, and as it was softand power- 
ful, the patient decided on operating on him- 
self, and for this purpose made an extensive 
incision, with a razor, into the tumour, and 
gave issue to several quarts of purulent 
fluid, mixed with blood and serum. The in- 
cision soon closed up, and the tumour re- 
sumed its progress. The general health of 
the patient continued all this time unchanged. 
The penis was completely hid in the tumour, 
and for the last ten years the urine was dis- 
charged from an opening in the middle. 

At this period, the man came again to 
Breslau, when he was seen by the author, 
who gives the following description of the 
tumour :—The fleshy mass, extending from 
the symphysis pubis to the knees, embraced 
the whole of the penis and the scrotum, and 
presented a three-fold division. In the mid- 
dle of the tumour, about seven inches below 
the symphysis pubis, there appeared a kind of 
irregular tube, of a thick, spiral form, four 
inches long, and penetrated with an opening 
at the end, which at first sight might be taken 
for the penis, but was soon found to be the 
prepuce, from which the urine flowed when 
the patient made water. The large circumfer- 
ence of the tumour measured three feet; the 
distance from the anus to the symphysis pu- 
bis, two feet five inches ; the circumference 
of the root, one foot eight inches ; the thick- 
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ness of the broadest part, 14 inches ; that of 
the root, six inches; and the antero-poste- 
rior diameter, one foot. The skin covering 
this mass presented a diversified appearance, 
On both sides it was of a blue-red ; ante- 
riorly greyish ; fluctuation could be nowhere 
felt. It was also impossible to distinguish 
the penis or testicles. The skin covering 
the under and broad part of the tumour was 
excessively thick, cracked, and covered 
with the scaly incrustations seen in elephan- 
tiasis. The diagnosis of the disease was not 
difficult. It could only be considered as 
“ sarcoma scroti et preputia,” or, rather, 
“elephantiasis” of the same parts. 

The patient having consented to an oper- 
ation, and being placed in a convenient pos- 
ture, an incision was made witha large con- 
vex bistoury, extending four inches on the 
left side, from the abdominal ring down- 
wards. This enabled the surgeon to expose 
and separate the left testicle. The right one 
was exposed in asimilarmanner. Both tes- 
ticles were easily found, but the hemorrhage 
was very profuse, and several vessels were 
tied. The two incisions just mentioned 
were now united with a transverse one, in 
order to save a flap for the penis. The lat- 
ter part was separated from the surrounding 
substance, and the operation terminated by 
two curved incisions, which, commencing 
from the lower end of the perpendicular in- 
cisions, met one another posteriorly, and thus 
formed an artificial scrotum. The operation 
was frequently interrupted by the necessity 
of tying the large venous and arterial trunks 
which were opened, but at length a proper 
flap was shaped out for the penis, and the 
edges united with several points of suture 
and strips of sticking-plaster. The dres- 
sings, composed of compresses, bandages, 
&c., were now applied, and the whole oper- 
ation terminated in forty minutes. The pa- 
tient bore it well, and was carried to bed in 
excellent spirits. The tumour, even after 
the discharge of an immense quantity of se- 
rous fluid, weighed 27 pounds; the integu- 
ment covering it very was thick, and similar 
to that in elephantiasis. The cellular tissue 
under the skin was one inch deep, contained 
a yellowish-white serum, and was crowded 
with blood-vessels. 

A few hours after the operation, the man 
found himself sufficiently well,and was able 
to pass water freely. The febrile symptoms 
were not very severe, and disappeared on 
the fifth day after the operation. 

The dressings were changed on the third 
day ; the pain was slight, the discharge of 
pus moderate, and several of the stitches 
came away onthe seventhday. The patient 
slept and ate well up to the tenth day ; how- 
ever, he was much teased with frequent 
cough, for which he took extract. hyosciam. 
in aqua amygd. amar ; and, afterwards, the 

. stilicat. aurant., with extract of 
hyosciamus, On the 19th day, the different 


points of suture had come away, and the 
cough then disappeared. 

Several days now passed over withou 
any accident, when he was seized with very 
profuse debilitating sweats, which, how- 
ever, were subdued in about eight days, by 
the mineral acids. Cicatrization of the 
wound was nearly complete, when, without 
any appreciable cause, the patient fell into 
a most unfavourable state of mental depres- 
sion, and lost both appetite andsleep. This 
state, however, yielded to a general blood- 
letting, and he was able to leave the hospi- 
tal, fully cured, 35 days after the operation. 


CASE OF PERIOSTITIS.—ABUSE OF 
MERCURY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Str :—If the following case of periostitis, 
showing also the abuse of mercury, be 
worthy of a place in your journal, I shall 
be gratified by its insertion. I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Warts, Surgeon. 
Nottingham, September, 1836. 


Elizabeth Thompson, etat 29, states, that 
when about sixteen years of age she con- 
tracted the venereal disease, and began to 
take mercury without any regular medical 
advice, which practice she continued for 
three years, during which period she was 
constantly exposed to the vicissitudes of the 
weather. When 19 years of age, while 
residing in the country, she was caught ina 
heavy shower of rain, and in consequence of 
her occupation she was unable to change 
her wet clothes, which were allowed to dry 
upon her. On the following morning she 
could scarcely walk, in consequence of a 
violent, deep-seated pain, accompanied by 
a swelling in the front of the right tibia, 
which, increasing, confined her to bed for a 
fortnight, at the same time preventing her 
from obtaining rest at night. She then 
came to Nottingham, and was admitted an 
out-patient of the General Hospital. She was 
first put under a severe course of mercury, 
and was salivated for nine weeks, when, 
in consequence of not being able to leave 
her bed, she allowed her name to be erased 
from the books. No benefit accrued to her 


from this treatment, as the leg still continued 
to get worse. She next applied to Saint 
Mary's and became an out- 
patient, a 
months without 


was again salivated for three 
the slightest good effect. 
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She afterwards became an in-patient of the 
General Hospital, when ptyalism was pro- 
duced, which continued for eight weeks, 
and 190 leeches were applied to her leg, 
followed by five successive blisters, and at 
last she was discharged without relief. A 
physician was next applied to, and saliva- 
tion was kept up for three weeks without 
the leg becoming at all improved. The 
Nottingham Dispensary next received her as 
an out-patient. Leeches were then applied 
to her shin, and the infallible mercury 
exerted its full action upon her for three 
months. Sarsaparilla was also administered, 
but still the obdurate leg would get worse, 
and she was dismissed incurable. For a 
second time she became an out-patient of 
Saint Mary's Dispensary, and was mer- 
curialized for three weeks without success. 
She then applied to the Nottingham Dispen- 
sary, and was admitted an out-patient under 
a different surgeon, who prescribed mercury 
and decoct. sarse. for five weeks, but the 
pain in the leg continued to be so dread- 
fully acute that she was unable to obtain 
any sleep whatever at night, and, at last, 
finding that not the slightest benefit was 
derived from her attendance at the Dispen- 
sary, she voluntarily withdrew. Another 
physician then took charge of her, salivated 
her for a month, blistered the limb repeatedly, 
and at last recommended her to try, for a 
third time, the General Hospital, telling her, 
at the same time, that he did not know what 
to do with her. In the Infirmary she con- 
tinued for eleven weeks. Severe ptyalism 
was kept up, and the limb was cauterized 
33 times during that period; she was then 
discharged without relief. 

I ought to state, that for five years ante- 
cedent to this time she was a confirmed 
opium-eater, never being able to obtain sleep 
before six in the morning, oftentimes later. 

In November last she applied to me. I 
found her -extremely emaciated, the right 
leg very much swollen, tense, and inflamed, 
and witha surface so bright as to reflect 
distinctly any object held above it. The 


was intense and continued. I im-/d 


mediately cut down upon the bone, dividing 
the periosteum to the extent of eight inches 
from the tubercle of the tibia downwards. 
The pain instantly left her, and for the first 
time for five years, she enjoyed a comfort- 
able night’s repose. Her regimen was 
changed from slops to broiled mutton, and 
a pint of ale daily. In a month the wound 
was perfectly healed, and since that time 
she has neyer had the slightest uneasiness 
from it. Pains in the head alone remain, 
but these are rapidly decreasing under the 
use of the bichloride of mercury, given in 
the dose of one-twentyfourth of a grain 
thrice daily. Her general health is good, 
and her frame has recovered itself entirely. 
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CASES ILLUSTRATIVE 
OF THE EFFECTS OF THE 


SALINE TREATMENT IN MORBID 
CONDITIONS OF THE BLOOD. 


ByC. R. Bree, Esq., M.R.C.S., Stowmarket. 


Tue following cases, selected from seve- 
ral others in my case-book, may not be un- 
interesting to the practical physici 
proving the efficacy of Dr. Stevens’ ethed 
in diseases of the circulating 

uid, 


Case 1.—Typhus Gravior, Petechia, 


W. B., wt. 60, of a spare cachectic habit 
of body, has been aifilicted with epileptic 
fits almost every day for the last twenty 
years ; having been subjected to the infec- 
tion of typhus fever, of which his son (who 
died) and several others, had been previously 
affected in the same house, he caught the 
disease, and applied for my advice while 
labouring under the following symptoms :— 

September 30th, 1834. I found him lying 
in bed, in a state of apathy and indifference 
to external objects, from which condition he 
could be with difficulty aroused. He had 
been attacked with a severe rigor on the 
previous day, after which the disease 
quickly developed itself. He complains 
of much pain in the head; his skin is hot 
and dry; the tongue dry, and covered in 
the centre with a brown fur, the edges being 
of a deep red, and having a shrivelled a 
pearance; bowels confined; pulse quic 
and hard; he has muttering delirium, and 
the expression of his countenance is wild 
and vacant. 

I bled him to the amount of twelve 
ounces ; after which I gave him an active 
dose of calomel and jalap, and directed it to 
be followed up by saline aperients, with 
antimony. 

October 1. He is in much the same state 
as yesterday; the bowels have been freely 
opened ; symptoms of cerebral oppression 
continue ; pulse softer; skin still hot and 


Roso capitis applicatur lotio frigid. 
Admoveatur nuch, empl. canthar, 

Habeat hydrarg, submur, gr. iij, cum pulr, 
ant. feb; gr. ij Atis horis. 

Ant. mist. salin, sine magnes, sulph. 

2. Much the same. Cont. remedia. 

6. He has continued the mercury and an- 
timony, but the symptoms have gradually 
become worse; no ptyalism has been 
induced; the bedy is now covered with 
spots and petechia, some of which are len- 
ticular and rose-coloured, while others are 
round and purple ; they are observed more 
particularly on the breast and shoulders, 
while there are very few on the inferior 
extremities ; the tongue is covered witha 
dark brown fur, and is fissured and tremu- 
lous; stools bloody and passed involun- 
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tarily ; the urine high-coloured and scanty ; 
there is no pain, on pressure, in the abdo- 
men; he appears to be sinking. 

Rk. Sode carbon. 3 ss; Soda mur, 3D j. 
Potass. chlorat. gr. vij. Fiat pule. Atis 
horis sumendus. 

* Habeat vin, rubri unciam 2dis horis. 

7. He has rallied a little, but the symp- 
toms are very urgent; the motions are 
composed almost entirely of blood; he 
complains of numbness in the extremities ; 
has been bleeding from the nose and gums. 

Cont. pulrer, saline, Aug. vin rub, ad 


iss. 

8. He is something better; has not 
passed so much blood from the bowels ; the 
tongue looks better, and the pulse is evi- 
dently affected by the wine. I directed him 
to continue the powders, and to take the 
wine every six hours. 

9. He is decidedly better; the sangui- 
neous discharges have nearly subsided; the 
petechia are fading ; tongue cleaning. 

He continued this mode of treatinent for 
nearly a week, during which time the symp- 
toms of putridity gradually subsided; the 
petechie disappeared,and the tongue be- 
came cleaner. He ultimately recovered, 
his convalescence being much assisted by 
the exhibition of quinine and soda. 

During the existence of fever, he had no 
attack ‘of epilepsy, but the febrile symp- 
toms had entirely subsided about a month 
from their commencement, when his daily 
attacks came on with as much violence as 
ever.* 


Case 2,—Continued ferer, No petechial erup- 
tion. 

J. T., wt. 8, was attacked with symptoms 
of fever on the 4th of August, 1836. His 
two sisters had previously been affected 
with, and recovered from, the disease. 
When I first saw hii, the day after the at- 
tack, I found him labouring under consi- 
derable cerebral excitement ; skin hot and 
dry ; the tongue was covered with a brown 
fur, and quite dry ; his pulse was quick; he 
had slight abdominal tenderness, and fre- 
quent febrile paroxysms in the course of the 


day. 

i applied leeches to the head; ordered 
the body to be continually sponged with 
vinegar and water; administered mercurial 
purges and salines, with antimony. By 
this mode of treatment the symptoms were 
moderated, but there was always a strong 
tendency to fall into that low or adynamic 
state so much to be dreaded in this disease. 


* This patient died about a year after his recovery 
from this illness, but no appreciable lesion could be 
discovered upon examining the brain, which was 
done very carcfolly. We founda large gall-stone 
in the gal!-bladder. Query, Could this have ex- 
isted for 20 years in the situation in which we 
found it; and if so, could it have caused the daily 
attack of epilepsey ? 


On the 17th, I was summoned to him in 
consequence of his friends considering that 
he was dying. I found him certainly 
worse ; he hada hot dry skin; foul tongue, 
though moist; obscurity of intellect ; 
cough ; weak, yet inordinately quick pulse. 
I ordered him the following :— 

Kk Sode@ carbon. 3j ; potasse chlorate rin 
antim. tartar, 3ij; syr. papav. a. 3ij; aqua 
pura 36; M. ft. mist. de qua sumatur. cochl. 
magnum 3tis horis. 

19. He has been better from the end of 
the first twelve hours after taking the 
saline medicine. Cont, misturd. 

21. Continues to improve; the tongne is 
cleaning; the delirium has entirely left 
him ; the skin is moist, and he has inclina- 
tion for food. 

I directed him to continne the saline me- 
dicine, and to have meat diet, with a little 
mild beer; and, under this treatment, in ten 
days he was convalescent. 


Case 3.—Purpura Hemorrhagica, 

W. Rose, wt, 1 year and three months, 
has been a weak and sickly child ever since 
its birth. About a fortnight before I first 
saw it, the upper eyelids were observed to 
become dark, and livid spots to appear 
upon various parts of the body, Its condi- 
tion at present is the following :— 

April 17th, 1836, The eyelids of both 
eyes are in a complete state of ecchymosis, 
and are quite black; they present, in 
fact, the appearance which results from a 
blow ; there is alsoa patch of effused blood 
beneath the mucous surface of the lower 
gum. The child cannot walk, and it hasa 
very unhealthy appearance ; and the mother 
says, that, occasionally, tches appear 
upon different parts of the Peay, which re- 
main out for about 24 hours, and then dis- 
appear, Small livid pimples also appear 
occasionally, upon the back and forehead, 
which remain for a longer, though indefinite, 
period ; the child was only suckled for two 
months. The bowels are almost always 
loose, but there is no appearance of blood 
in the motions ; it has only one tooth, which 
is on the lower gum, the upper gum being 
rather tumified, and also appearing rather 
livid ; I lanced it, and ordered t the following 
medicine :— 

Kk Acidi citrici Dij ; tinct. opit camph. m. 
xx.; Syr. aurantii aqu. pur. 3j; M. ft. 
coch. parc. ter die, 

Habheat inf. hyd. creta, gr. iij, alt. a hs. 

22. The black patch on the gum has 
nearly gone, but the Hividity of the eyelids 
is much the same; the bowels are still very 
loose ; the appetite bad. 

I ordered three grains of chalk with 
opium to be added to the night powder; and 
the quinine mixtare, with sulphuric acid, to 
be substituted for that previously pre- 
scribed. 


27. The gums have bled considerably for 


MR. GARDNER'S CASE OF JAUNDICE. 4 


J. O., aged 25, a master-mariner, previ- 


the last two days; the red patches still ap-| ously of strong constitution and temperate 


pear in the morning, but they quickly sub- 
side ; the bowels still loose. 


increased, and the muriatic acid to be sub- 
stituted for the sulphuric ; 
Habeat ferri tartar, gr. iij. ter die. 


habits, had been labouring under jaundice, 
and consequent oedema, for nearly two 
I ordered the dose of quinine to be! y 


ears. 
About eight months since he was attacked 


with symptoms of the passage of biliary 
calculi, which subsided after a few days, 


This treatment was continued, with little | and left him better, but very weak ; the skin 
alteration, for several weeks, with variable | sclerotic, the perspiration and urine per- 
success. At one time the child appeared to | fectly icteroid. From this period the de- 
be doing well, and its general health to be | jections were of a cineritious colour, but 


improving, but this was not permanent, the 
bleeding from the gums occurred again, and 


otherwise healthy ; the peristaltic action of 
the bowels was rather torpid; the digestion 


the ecchymosis of the eyelids re-appeared,|and appetite were good; no symptoms of 


nor was the child’s general health much im- 


dyspepsia or intestinal irritation existed ; 


proved. Under these circumstances I deter- and he was able to enjoy his meals, and to 


mined to give the saline treatment a trial, 
and therefore ordered the following :— 


take a little exercise. There was slight 
dyspnoea ; the urine was copious, and darkly 


June Ist. R Sod@ carbon. 2) ij; sode@ mur, | coloured at first. 


3ss; potass. chlorat. gr. syr. Tos. 38s; 


The decided colour of his complexion 


aqu. pur. 35; M. ft. mist. de qua sumatur | made him at last very loth to expose him- 


cochl. parv. ter die. 


self, and he consequently remained in the 


7th, The child is decidedly better. Cont, | house for the last three months, his appetite 


mist., sed. augeatur potass, chlor. ad gr. xvj. 
13th. The sanguineous effusion has nearly 


failing, and from this period there was a 


return of the oedema; the urine was less in 


gone: The child is looking much better in quantity, and lighter, but the stomach was 


appearance ; the guns have not bled since 


healthy ; the debility at last became so ma- 


last report. Cont., sed. augeat. potass, chlor, | nifest, from accumulation of water within 


adj. 

This treatment was steadily pursued for 
three weeks from the last report, all other 
medicines being discontinued. At the end 
of that time the disease was entirely gone, and 
the child continued afterwards rapidly to gain 
strength. It can now walk quite well, has 
cut several teeth in both jaws, and has quite 
lost all the character of a diseased condition 
of the blood, which it had when I first saw 


This case was one of the most satisfactory 
I ever attended. The rapid change which 
took place after the commencement of the 
saline treatment was too devided to leave a 
douLt as to the efficacy of the remedy admi- 
nistered. 

It will be observed, in perusing these 
cases, that I did not erder the saline medi- 
cines until others had been tried. I am, 
however, so convinced of the value of the 
treatment, that I shall certainly adopt it in 
other cases of morbid affection of the blood. 
The result 1 will communicate in a future 


paper. 


CASE IN WHICH THE 
DUCTUS COMMUNIS CHOLEDOCHUS 
WAS OBLITERATED., 

To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sie :—You would greatly oblige the writer 

by inserting the following, if it should meet 

your approval, I am, Sir, your obedient 
rervant, D. P. Garoner, 

Student, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 


the abdomen, that thirteen days before the 
fatal termination he was confined to his bed. 
On the 15th of September he complained of 
very acute painin the region of the stomach, 
which subsided in a few hours. Ri 
followed by coma, muttering, and slight 
delirium, closed the melancholy scene on 
the 17th inst. 

Autopsy forty-eight hours after death. 

About three gallons of dark-yellow fluid 
were drawn off from the abdominal cavity 
by a trochar. 

There having been such decided symp- 
toms of effusion of fluid into the ventricles 
of the brain, the head was not opened, 

The thoracic vicera were perfectly healthy ; 
the heart was not at all wasted. 

Abdomen.—The stomach, intestines, me- 
sentery, pancreas, and kidneys, were per- 
fectly healthy; the spleen firm, but rather 
increased in size; great omentum some- 
what injected, and curiously crumpled up, 
which may perhaps account for the anoma- 
lous pain on the 15th inst. 

Lirer adherent on the upper side to, the 
diapraghm, shrunken externally, and of a 
slate colour, but healthy in the interior, ex- 
cepting having the appearance of being con- 
densed, The gall bladder contained a little 
fluid bile, which did not, by pressing the 
fundus, pass into the duct; no concretions 
were present. The ductus communis cho- 
ledochus was obstructed by union of its 
sides, so as to close both the hepatic and the 
cystic orifices. The continuation to the 
duodenum was pervious and quite healthy. 

Vena porie, &c., without any obstruction ; 


Sept. 22nd, 1836. 


no morbid growth any where. 
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The muscles of the body were not at all 
wasted, and there was some degree of fat- 
ness about his frame. 

Observations.—The immediate care of this 
patient was not in my hands, nor was any 
part of the treatment, but I thought the case 
sufficiently interesting during life to pay a 
little attention to the symptoms, which have 
been described very generally, and some 
thoughts have occurred to me since the ex- 
amination, which will, I trust, compensate 
the deficiency of the recital. 

The first symptoms noticed appear to have 
been the effect of the passage of calculi 
eight months ago; but whether this was the 
real canse I cannot say. It is certain, how- 
ever, that a complete obstruction to the pas- 
sage of bile into the duodenum was the 
result, made evident by the absence of colour 
and smell in the dejections. Still, the liver 
remained healthy, and the bile formed was 
again thrown into the circulation, overcom- 
ing, by direct demonstration, any doubts 
which may have been raised against the ac- 
curacy of such a theory. But my chief rea- 
son for bringing this case before the medical 
world, is from a supposition that the bile 
does not perform so much the office of sepa- 
rating the chyle as has been attributed to it. 

Let us glance over the case. The patient 
lived for eight months without any bile 
passing into the duodenum; yet the appe- 
tite was good, and the digestion perfect, the 
bowels being a little torpid only ; no dys- 
peptic symptoms whate\ er manifested them- 
selves; yet during this state he may be said 
to have enjoyed some degree of strength, 
and if his diet had continued to be more 
generous, and if the languid state with which 
he commenced this new period of assimila- 
tion could have been obviated, we are almost 
entitled to suppose that he might have lived 
for a much longer period than eight months, 
for at no time did he exhibit emaciation, 
proving the system to have derived consi- 
derable nourishment afier this obliteration 
had taken place, and, therefore, that bile 
was not absolutely necessary to perform an 
assimilation’which I am bound to consider 
was completely perfect. 

His food, shortly efter the obliteration of 
the duct, and during the time of his com- 
paratively healthy state, was both animal 
and farinaceous; nor was it deficient in 
quantity, but, unfortunately, when the ap- 
petite decreased, from taking no exercise, 
slops were administered,—a mode of nou- 
rishment which in the strongest would have 
soon produced debility. 

It may be objected to my opinion, that bile 
is a solvent of fat; but this statement does 
not appear to carry much importance with 
it, even if it were strictly true. If, however, 
we examine the substance produced by di- 
gesting fat with bile in the laboratory, it 
will be converted into adipocire, which I 
am not prepared to say would materially 


prove that bile possesses the power of sepa- 
rating chyle from chyme. 

If the bile possessed the properties which 
are ascribed to it, any disturbance of the 
function of the flow of that menstruum would 
produce alarming emaciation, which is not 
distinctive of jaundice, unless it be owing 
to the farinaceous slops prescribed. 

For the further consideration of the sub- 
ject it will be necessary to divide it into 
two parts :— 

1. A consideration of the real influence of 
the bile. 

2. An inquiry into the office of the liver, 
as an excretory organ. 

First, There can be but little doubt that 
the bile performs some office in the economy, 
and it is as rational to suppose it to be con- 
fined to that only, as to ascribe to it various 
powers. Nor will it require much argu- 
ment to support the fact, that its action is on 
the peristaltic motion of the intestines, We 
will consider the effects of deficient flow of 
bile, or its entire absence, as in the present 
case, 

It will be seen that the bowels were tor- 
pid,—a common symptom of diseases de- 
pendant on obstruction of the biliary tubes, 
and how certain is the practice of adminis- 
tering medicines which increase the flow of 
bile, in torpidity of the peristaltic action? 

In diseases where the bile abounds, as in 
bilious diarrhoea, fever, &c., do we not ob- 
serve an increased peristaltic action, and a 
consequent looseness ? But the man who de- 
monstrates an increased prowess of chylifi- 
cation, has a more acute power of observa- 
tion than the writer. 

This power of increasing the action of the 
bowels must be regarded as produced by 
the stimulant effect of the bile, both upon the 
muscular fibre and the mucous glands of 
the intestines. 

Secondly, The whole of the returning blood 
from the lower extremities passes through 
the substance of the liver in the vena cava 
inf. and the ven. port., where certain im- 
purities, consisting of a quantity of carbon, 
are abstracted. From thence the blood, 
thus far cleansed, makes its way tu U.. 
heart, and, lastly, is oxygenised in the lungs. 
This is the received opinion, nor can it be 
doubted, since there is generally a difficulty 
of breathing present when this purifying 
process has not been perfectly performed, 
or where the bile, finding no passage through 
the ducts of the liver, regurgitates into the 
blood. This difficulty of breathing can de- 
pend upon no other cause than the increased 
quantity of oxygen required to convert the 
carbon into an acid, which does not appear 
to be entirely performed by the attempt. 

The consequence of this imperfect arterial- 
ization of the blood is an endeavour to throw 
off the impurity, by whatever means occur to 
effect that end, riz., by the perspiration and 


urine, where its colour and odour may be 


| 
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detected, and both of which excretions are 
materially increased so long as the constitu- 
tion remains strong, and in the case recited, 
during the period of strength this indication 
did not only go on, but the vis medicatrix 
was sufficient to take up some fluid already 


in the legs. 

erefore it has occurred to me, that the 
bile, which, under ordinary circumstances, 
exercises an action upon the exhalents of 
the intestines, producing a flow of mucus, as 
also upon the muscular fibre, still retains 
that action when in the blood, and is itself 
the cause of the oedema of jaundice, by sti- 
mulating the terminations of vessels to throw 
out fluid, which, so long as strength remains, 
is, happily, drained off by the kidneys and 
skin ; but as the stimulant effect increases 
with the quantity absorbed into the circula- 
tion, so does cedema result by this action 
being exercised upon all the extremities of 
the venous system; this is the more plau- 
sible, since in this case, and in many others, 
there was no defect of the heart, nor was 
there any tumour that could interrupt the 
circulation through the arteries. 

Results of these premises.—Therefore I have 
supposed the liver to be an excretory organ, 
and that its office may be in some measure 
performed for it by the kidneys and skin ; 
and I am further inclined to expect, from 
the evidently shrunken state of that viscus 
(the liver) in this case, that by the oblitera- 
tion of the ducts less bile would have been 
secreted after a lapse of time, and that so 
long as strength existed to ward off oedema, 
the patient would have lived. 

The observation that the absence of bile 
in the intestines does not produce any ema- 
ciation, has also led me to entertain an opi- 
nion that the separation of chyle, and, there- 
fore, the nourishment of the system, does 
not depend so much upon the liver as we are 
taught to believe. 

The only inconvenience that would accrue 
to the patient is a yellow tinge, a slight de- 
gree of langour, and a torpid state of the 
bowels, easily obviated by stimulating the 
mucous exhalents. But there is one influ- 
ence which the bile does certainly exert 
upon nutrition, owing to its stimulating 
action upon the lacteals, by which they take 
up the chyle more readily; but when we 
consider the small quantity of waste going 
on in an inactive person, and the number of 
lacteal absorbents, it is not of so much con- 
sequence if such an action of the bile be 
paralyzed. 

I am inclined to consider my theory of the 
formation of fluid in icterus as somewhat 
approximating to the truth, because the ac- 
tion of the bile being allowed to produce the 
peristaltic motion of the intestines, it is per- 
fectly rational to argue that it exerts also a 

stimulant power upon the extremities of the 
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which has hitherto been so obscure. Nor 
should I yield to any opposition advanced 
to deny the perfect action of the digestive 
function in these cases, unless it was stated 
that no previous excess had disturbed ,its 
action. 

It may be asked, “ To what purpose 
would such a theory of the use of the bile 
appoint the gall-bladder?”’ I certainly can- 
not lay down any specific action for that 
appendage, unless on the same grounds as 
have previously prevailed, i. e., that the bile 
not being required to stimulate the peristal- 
tic motion, upon its passing down the hepa- 
tic duct it is thrown back into the cystic 
duct, by some particular action, or state, of 
the duodenum. 

I flatter myself that this may open the 
avenue toa path of investigation, interesting 
in its prosecution, and valuable in its results, 
when undertaken by abler writers. 


CANCER OF THE STOMACH, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet, 


Sir :—The following case of a cancerous 
affection of the stomach, discovered at the 
post-mortem examination of a man who had 
exhibited no symptoms of that dreadful ma- 
lady during life, is forwarded for insertion 
in your valuable periodical. I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 
James Rowan, M.R.C.S.L, 

Scarborough, Sept. 23, 1836. 


Thomas Caffalby, aged 61, a pauper, in 
Scarborough workhouse, where he had re- 
sided for the last eighteen months, being 
unable to continue a seafaring life, which 
he had followed from the age of puberty. 
From the time at which he became incum- 
bent on the parish, to the first of August 
last, he had enjoyed tolerably good health, 
never having complained of any stomach 
affection. His appetite was remarkably 
good; his bowels were naturally costive ; 
he had occasionally complained of pains in 
his limbs and head, accompanied with 
deafness. On the first of August he was 
seized with feverish symptoms; the secre- 
tions were checked ; the tongue had a pe- 
culiar appearance, was very dry, red, and 
so extremely hollow in the centre as to re- 
semble a spoon; he had great thirst, pain in 
the left lumbar region, increased by pres- 
sure; a quick, feeble pulse ; bad appetite ; 
and the bowels were constipated, as usual. 
I ordered him to have a blister to the side, 
and an aperient, to be followed by a diapho- 
retic mixture, 

August 2. Bowels moved ; pain relieved 
by blister; tongue a little moist, but having 
the same peculiar appearance. To continue 
the diaphoretic medicine. 


vessels. At least, I have endeavoured to 
throw a glimpse of light upon a subject 


8th. He continued to improve from the 
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time of the last report until last night, when 
he was seized with diarrhoea, which annoyed 
him very much. Ordered him blue pill, with 
Dover's powder, in the form of pills, with 
chalk mixture. 

10th. Diarrhoea relieved ; tongue as be- 
fore; pulse 80, soft; appetite bad. To con- 
tinue the pills, with a diaphoretic mixture. 

11th. Complained, for the first time, of 
pain in the epigastric region; pulse 65, 
soft. Ordered a blister to the affected part, 
and to continue his medicine. 

12th. Pain at the stomach gone. To con- 
tinue his diaphoretic mixture. 

14th. No return of pain; has slight cough, 
with some expectoration, 

20th. Much the same as at last report ; 
has refused to take any medicine for the last 
two days: says he need not, as he will not 
recover. 

25th. Is much worse; will not take me- 
dicine ; has all the symptoms of pleuritis 
on both sides of the chest. 

September Ist. Has gradually grown 
worse ; sinking, with evident signs of effu- 
sion into the cavity of the right pleura; 
sound on the left side, clear. 

2nd. Died this morning. 

Post-mortem examination. — The right 
pleura contained above two quarts of a 
green, limpid serum; the left pleura pulmo- 
nalis adhered intimately to the pleura cos- 
talis; the adhesions were recent, as they 
were easily broken down; the left lung was 

rfectly healthy ; the right collapsed, but 

ealthy. Abdominal viscera at first sight 
appeared healthy ; mesentery much loaded 
with adipous ; on examination all the vis- 
cera were in their normal state, except the 
stomach, which evidently contained a sub- 
stance as large as a goose’s egg. As he pre- 
sented no symptoms during life from which I 
might expect extensive disease there, I was a 
little doubtful as to its structure, On cut- 
ting into the stomach, a large tumour, of a 
cauliflower-shape, appeared, having a broad 
base, commencing at the pyloric orifice, and 
extending half the length of the great cur- 
vature; on pressure the surface was studded 
with numerous dots ef purulent matter, 
which exuded from it ; it appeared to consist 
of atough fibrous substance, containing, in 
cells, purulent matter, resembling softened 
tubercles. The head was not examined. 

How are we to account for so extensive a 
disease in an organ so essential to life, with- 
out symptoms of its existence? Can we 
account for his great appetite by supposing 
that the irritation caused by such a foreign 
snbstance excited a greater secretion of 
gastric juice, and, consequently, hurried 
digestion; or could the pain be similar to 
the sensation of hunger, relieved as the 
organ became extended? I think the above 
case a rare one, but if we could have post- 
mortems more frequently, we might meet 


ON THE VALVES OF THE HEART, 
AND THE 


SINUSES OF VALSALVA. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str :—Some time ago, I was requested bya 
pupil toexplain to him the action of the heart's 
valves, and my explanation met with the 
rejoinder, “ That will not do for the Hall. 
I must say at the Hall that the semi-lunar 
valves close passively, but that the auriculo- 
ventricular valves closé actively, by the 
traction of the caRNex.” I thought 
that the gentleman alluded to was wrong in 
his opinion that such an answer would be 
required by the examiners, as I knew it to 
be an incorrect one. Having, however, 
lately received similar intimations, I for- 
ward to you the following observations 
on the mechanism and action of the valves 
of the heart. I remain, Sir, your obedient 


servant, 
E. L. Bryan. 

Stowmarket, Suffolk, Sep. 12th, 1836, 

With regard to the auriculo-ventricular 
valves, they consist of thin expansions of 
membrane, attached at one edge to the ori- 
fice of the opening which they have to close, 
and, at their loose or floating edges, to nu- 
merous tendinous cords, which cords must 
be attached at their other extremity to some 
point of support. This is all that essen- 
tially belongs to these valves. The carnee 
columna are appended for a purpose pre- 
sently to be explained. The closure of 
these valves is purely passive, and may be 
explained as follows :—Let a ( fig. 1) bea 
portion of membrane, fixed along the edge 
4, and loose at the other edge, and attached 
to the cords fixed at the point d. - Stppose a 
current of fluid to be passing in the direction 
marked by the arrow : the membrane would 
be driven by the current until it became 
tense and concave, as represented at c. 


Fig. 1. 


This simple and obvious principle applies to 
the valves. When ventricles are re- 


with many such. 


ceiving the blood, these valves hang loose 


425525526 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
|| 


OF THE VALVES OF THE HEART. 45 


and fringe-like into the cavity of the ventri- | strain upon each valve is not across the valve, 


cles ; but the instant the ventricles con- 
tract, the blood, in its tendency to regurgitate 
into the auricles, acts on the valves, as 
above explained, and expands and unfolds 
them, until they meet in a line, more or less 
irregular, in the middle of the opening, 
which is thus temporarily closed. 
Fig. 2. 


Let fig."2 representa section of a veniri- 
cle and its valve, the valve closed. We 
shall now readily perceive the use of the 
carnee columne. The instant the valves 
are closed, the ventricle, continuing to con- 
tract in order to discharge its contents, must 
lessen its size, either in length, or in width, 
or in both, and from this it is obvious that 
the point a, (fig. 2) and the circumference 
of the opening 6, must approach each other 
during the contraction, unless the point a 
be at the same instant carried downwards, 
towards the heart’s apex, The opening 
which the valves have to close being muscu- 
lar, and changing its size during the con- 
traction of the ventricles, it is necessary 
that the point of support, or /ulerum, of the 
centre of the valves should also change its 
place, in order to preserve its relation with 
that opening. The mechanical properties of 
this sort of valve are these: they will close 
an opening, however irregular it may be, 
and although, within certain limits, it may 
vary both in form and size. 

The Sinusesof Valsalva.—T hese sinuses are 
appendages to the valves, and are necessary 
to the perfect closure of the arterial orifices. 
The valves, when closed, and pressed on by 
the column of blood in the arteries, are sup- 
ported, not by those portions of the circum- 
ference of the artery opposite to their loose 
or floating edges, but by those portions to 
which each extremity of each semilunar 
valve is attached. 

Let fig. 3 represent a semilunar valve, 
and the circumference of the artery. The 
part b of the circumference affords but little 
support to the valve, for the loose edge is 
opposite, and offers no antagonist points to 
support a strain across the valve, but it is 


in the direction of the dotted lines, but from 
end to end, in the direction of the other 
lines. The consequence is, that in propor- 
tion as the valve is pressed on by the blood, 
the strain on the valve tends to drag the 
points a c towards each other ; the combined 
action of two adjoining valves would be to 
drag the points a and ¢ towards the centre 
of the opening. 


Fig. 3. 


Let fig. 4 represent the commencement of 
the adrta, closed by three semilunar valves, 
as alrearly explained; the points a, b, c, re- 
ceive all the strain of the valves, while the 
other portions of the circumference are ex- 
empted from any strain or inward drag. 
Then, as an artery retains its round form by 
the equal pressure of its contained fluid, if 
any portion of its circumference is drawn in- 
ward more than the other portions, the ves- 
sel no longer retains its circular form, 
Hence it results, that if some extra support 
be not afforded to the points a, 6, c, at each 
time that the valves act, the circular form 
of the vessel must change to that which is 
represented by the dotted lines, and the in- 
efiiciently supported valves will open in the 
centre, and allow a regurgitation. Itisa 
mechanical impossibility to close the end of 
a cylindrical and elastic vessel, unless some 
provision be made to support those points of 
its circumference which receive the strain 
of the valves. It is for this purpose that the 
sinuses are appended, and they act in the 
following manuer 


Fig. 4. 


supported by the points ¢ and a, which are 
opposite to, and antagonize each other. The 
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Fig. 5. 
g 


Let fig. 5 represent the circumference of 
the adrta, its valves, andits sinuses. Now, 
as shown above, the valves tend to draw the 
three points a, b, c, towards the centre, but 
the three sinuses antagonize their action. 
The sinus d draws the point a in the direc- 
tion e, and sinus f in the direction g, the two 
together counteracting the strain of the two 
adjoining valves, and the point a remains at 
rest. It is the same, of course, with the 
other points, b, c. Thus,it may be said of the 
sinuses of Valsalva, that they are necessary 
to balance the valves of which they are ap- 
pendages. They are analogous, I have no 
doubt, to the sinuses which are appended to 
the valves of the veins: I have not an op- 
portunity of referring to a well-injected vein, 
but if one be found closed by three semi- 
lunar valves, there will be found attached 
to them three sinuses, similar to those of 
Valsalva. 


LYNN SELF-SUPPORTING 
DISPENSARY. 
LETTER FROM DR, TWEEDALE, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—You expressed a desire to be fur- 
nished with the particulars of the Lynn Self- 
supporting Institution, and I complied with 
your request without the smallest reserve. 
It remains for you to make use of those par- 
ticulars in such manner as may best suit 
your views ; and provided you do not misre- 
present our views, or facts, we have no rea- 
son tocomplain. We may think differently 
upon this important subject ; but time, and 
a fair trial, can only decide the question. 

From your observations in the last Lan- 
cet, it would appear that you do not quite 
understand our object in establishing this 
institution, or the principle upon which we 


had several important objects in view,—To 
put good medical attendance within the 
reach of every industrious working-hand in 
the town—to give him the choice of his me- 
dical attendant—to teach him tc depend 
upon himself, instead of the parish, or the 
vicious old dispensary system, which had 
been demoralizing the working classes in 
this town for many years, by giving gratui- 
tous attendance to a great many persons 
who were able to pay for themselves—to 
favour as much as possible persons having 
large families—and to organise our plan, so 
as to shut out from the benefits of the Insti- 
tution all persons well able to pay for me- 
dical attendance in the regular way. These 
important objects have, in a great measure, 
been attained ; but they could only be at- 
tained by fixing the scale of subscriptions 
low, and from the smallness of those sub- 
scriptions, many persons have been tempted 
to become subscribers who never paid any- 
thing for medicine before. The working- 
classes are delighted with our plan, and we 
have every reason to believe that a great 
moral change is gradually taking place 
among the humbler classes. 

You say that our terms of admission are, 
to you, incomprehensible. 1 will endeavor 
to explain that matter. We considered that 
an individual without child could pay one 
penny per week—a husband and wife, with- 
out child, could also pay one penny each 
per week—but that where there were chil- 
dren, the parents would not be able to pay 
one penny per week for each member of the 
family ; and for that reason, we fixed the 
subscription at one half-penny for persons 
so circumstanced. It is true, that in fixing 
this scale we had not the remuneration of 
the practitioner so much at heart as the 
comfort of large families ; but it should be 
borne in mind, that the Lynn Institution 
was established before the new poor-laws 
came into operation ; and the rate of pay- 
ment, when compared with the remunera- 
tion for attending paupers in this town, 
under the old system, will be found greatly 
in favour of the Institution. 

It was originally intended to admit sub- 
scribers from the workhouse, &c., that th 
might have the privilege of choosing their 
own surgeon ; but that plan has been found 
inconvenient, and has been abandoned ac- 
cordingly. You appear to be under some 
mistake with respect to journies out of town, 
Our plan does not include any person re- 
siding out of the town, and for that reason 
the attendance can be givenat a much lower 
rate than in rural districts. 

It affords me great satisfaction, after so 
long a residence in Lynn, to have the good 
opinion of so large a portion of the medical 
gentlemen ; but I cannot perceive why [ am 
so “ singularly glorified” (as you are 
pleased to term it) by being called into con- 


have fixed the rate of subscriptions, We 


sultation on the case of an Institution pa- 


ee 


tient, more than in any other case in private 
practice ; nor can I perceive any admission 
of “ inferiority of attainments and weak- 
ness of intellect on the part of the sur- 

»” by availing themselves occasionally 
of the opinion of so old a practitioner as 
myself. The clause in the rules and regu- 
lations, which appears to displease you so 
much, was adopted for the purpose of as- 
suring the subscribers that they would no 
longer be exposed to the inconvenience and 
neglect they had so often experienced at 
the Dispensary; and that they would enjoy 
all the advantages of private patients in the 
higher situations of life. Instead of “ glo- 
rifying” Dr. Tweedale, this clause abso- 
lutely prevents his seeing any Institution 
— without the intervention and appro- 

tion of one of the surgeons !! 

Tam, at all times, obliged by the correc- 
tion of any omissions that may have oc- 
curred in my communications ; but it was 
my intention to have applied the word ratio 
to the united sums, and therefore I consi- 
dered the singular number to be correct. On 
reference to the copy of my letter, I find 
the part of the sentence corrected by you 
to stand thus— a ratio of remuneration far 
above any payment for parish attendance 
that I have ever heard of.” 

From some of your observations, I am 
led to suspect that you have had communi- 
cations from adisappointed person* residing 
nearer to Lynn than London, who, no doubt, 
may be very angry that he is not more con- 
sulted himself, but on whose statements I 
should not recommend you to place implicit 
confidence. May I ask, if that veracious 
correspondent has informed you that I was 
educated chiefly in London, and that I am 
both an old member of the College of Sur- 
geons, and an old Naval Surgeon, who has 
served his country during the best days of 
his life? I remain, Sir, your very obedient 


servant, 
Joun Tweepate, M. D. 
Lynn, 9th September, 1836, 


* Dr. Tweedale is mistaken. We have 
had no communication with any such indivi- 
dual. Our remarks were founded entirely 
upon the contents of the prospectus of the 
Institution, and of the letters of the Doctor 
himself.—Eb. L. 


MR. CRAWFORD'S DISPENSARY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Siz :—In the 25th number of Tur Laycer, 
I perceive a letter entitled, “ Medical At- 
tendance on the poor at Glasgow,” which 
bears date, Glasgow, August 4th, and is 
signed “M. D.,Jun.” In reference to that 
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opened, my character and professional re- 
spectability, as well as the object which 
the “Gorbal’s Charitable Dispensary ” has 
in view, viz., “supplying the really neces- 
sitous poor of the barony of Gorbals, with 
medical attendance and medicines gratui- 
tously,” has frequently been assailed in no 
very gentlemanly terms; but unfortunately 
for the person who made these attacks, he 
was discovered, and now waits the final 
decision of a jury. 

I will not condescend to reply to an 
anonymous scribbler, who has neither the 
courage nor the honesty to avow himself ; 
but I respectfully call on you as a gentle- 
man, as a member of the legislature, and as 
an Editor of a scientific journal, to deal out 
even-handed justice ; and to insert in the 
next number of Tue Lancet, the name and 
designation of the individual who signs 
himself “ M. D., Jun,” when I shall then 
know to whom 1 should reply, and how to 
frame my answer. I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

Wittram Crawrorp, 
51, Bridge-street, Laurieston, 
April 16th, 1836. 

*,* Our correspondeut, the “ M.D.” 
may, if he please, satisfy the curiosity of 
Mr. Crawrorp, For ourselves, we are too 
much annoyed by the conduct of the 
whole of the dispensary gentlemen to gra- 
tify the feelings of any one of them. Mr. 
Crawrorpd should recollect that the severe 
strictures on his conduct were almost entirely 
extracted from one of the Glasgow journals, 
and were sent to us in print, 


SYPHILIS AND GONORRHEA. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—Hunter, in speaking of the vene- 
real poison, says that it frequently appears 
to be united with a seeretion which is pecu- 
liar to itself. May I be allowed to suggest, 
that gonorrhoea is produced by that secre- 
tion, acting independently of the syphilitic 
poison ; as, during my observations, | have 
frequently known married women to derive 
gonorrhoea from their husbands when the 
latter were labouring under chancre, but I 
have never discovered true chancre to arise 
from gonorrhoea. I am, Sir, your constant 


er. 
J.P. E. 
London, 20th Sept., 1836. 


P.S. Should you consider the following 
paper likely to be of service, you will allow 
it space in your Journal, as its authenticity 
can be relied upon, so far as the assertions 


letter, permit me to state, that since the 
“Gorbal’s Charitable 


Dispensary ” was 


of patients can be credited ;— 


STATISTICAL VIEW OF 150 CASES OF GONORRHEA. 
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2 34 5 M 22 7 —j|18 21 4— {135 23 12 M 
3s 32 69 7 45 M 6 6S 
4 39 9— 28 5 — 28 137 17 4— 
5 2 23 7 S 3lunknownM | 138) 35 4— 
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A VISIT TO MR. CROSSE, 
AT HIS RESIDENCE ON THE 
QUANTOCK HILLS, SOMERSET. 


A short time since we published a brief 
account of the scientific institution lately 
established in Brighton, under the name of 
the Sussex Institution and Mantellian Mu- 
seum. The Society, through the exertions of 
Dr. Manrett, has continued to be an object 
of great interest in the town and neighbour- 
hood, and the Museum has been visited 
within the last four months by nearly 1,500 
persons, each of whom, according to the re- 
gulations of the Society, has paid a fee for 
admission to inspect its unrivalled scientific 
contents, and the conversaziones held within 
its walls have been attended to overflowing. 
Indeed, the Institution almost threatens to 
become, like the meetings of the British 
Association, too fashionable, for such, ac- 
cording to the Brighton Herald, “ is the 
éclat which now attaches to it, as the natural 
result of labour and talent, that on Tuesday 
evening, not only was the spacious reading- 
room crowded to excess, but the euvtrance 
hall was filled, and groups of elegantly- 
dressed ladies were seated ou the stairs, 
anxious, even under any circumstances of 
discomfort and disadvantage, to partake of 
the expected mental feast,” 

“ The entertainment of the evening,” says 
the same paper, (the business or instruction 
of the evening would seem more apropos in 
describing scientific transactions), “ com- 
menced by, Mr. Horace Smith (one of the 
authors of the’ Rejected Addresses’) reading 
an Essay *.Ou the probable moral effects of 
Locomotion by Steam.’ The subject was 
discussed with scientific skill and elegant 
wit. After detailing various historic and 
practical illustrative faets, he adverted to 
the moral advantages which it was calculated 
to confer, and, in particular, to its probable 
tendency to weaken that spirit of warfare 
which has hitherto existed among diilerent 
nations. From the various sallies of wit 
we select the following as a sample :—‘ So 
ardent,’ said Mr. Smith, ‘ are the expecta- 
tions of the promoters and advocates of steam 
travelling, that it has been asserted, on the 
subject of velocity, that a man will shortly 
be enabled to travel from Brighton to Lon- 
don in less time than he can stop athome ; a 
position, however,’ he added, ‘ in which I 
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lecture, Dr. Mantell read a valuable commu” 
nication from Sir Richard Phillips, descrip- 
tive of a visit to Andrew Crosse, Esq., of 
Somersetshire, the celebrated mineralogist, 
whose discoveries occasioned so much inte- 
rest at the late Bristol meeting. The paper 
was read by Dr. Mantell, and was occasion- 
ally illustrated by remarks of his own.” — 
From this paper we extract the following 
account of the visit paid by Sir Richard 
Phillips to Mr. Crosse, at Broomfield, on the 
Quantock Hills. Much curiosity has been 
excited by the scanty notices of this persever- 
ing student of nature which have appeared 
in the Reports of the Association, and we 
anticipate that such particulars as this paper 
describes will be read with pleasure. We 
do not find that the paper has been copied 
into any of the more widely-diffused journals 
of intelligence, up to the time of our making 
this quotation, 


“ While hundreds,” says Sir Richard, “as 
well as myself, were listening in the geolo- 
gical section, at Bristol, to the manly elo- 
quence of Dr. Buckland, the pure intelli- 
gence of Professor Sedgwick, the modest 
elaborations of President Murchison, the 
shrewd reasoning of Mr. De la Beche, and 
the honest enthusiasm of Mr, Coneybeare, 
we were further amused. by a very original 
eyperiment of Mr. Fox, of Penzauce, in 
which, by galvanic action, he had in twenty- 
four hours converted one state of copper into 
another state, by an extemporaneous appa- 
ratus in a blacking-pot, and we were then 
surprised by an observation of Dr. Buck- 
land, that he had pow to introduce to the 
section a philosopher who had made great 
discoveries by the use of a brick with a hole 
in it immersed in a pail of water. Mr. 
Crosse then presented himself, and after 
laughing at the Doctor’s description of his 
apparatus, began a modest and unprepared 
account of the results of his experiments on 
the conversion and production of mineral 
substances, in which he had been engaged 
many years. He stated that he had exten- 
sive voltaic batteries at work, by which he 
had formed quartz, arragonite, malachite, 
&c. ; but that, as such formations were slowly 
produced, so he had latterly used no acid in 
his combinations, but only pure water. He 
detailed various results of different experi- 
ments, some successful and some failures, 
and in his impassioned descriptions of the 
latter he created much merriment. The most 
lively bursts of satisfaction proceeded trom 
all who were present during these details ; 
aud Professor Sedgwick then announced his 
recognition of Mr. Crosse, as an electrician, 
the magnitude of whose experiments had 


do not exactly concur.’ At the close of the 


surprised him during a | en excur- 
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sion in a Quantock Hills about seventeen 


before. 
“ All that passed, as well as the rustic ap- 
eand manners of Mr. Crosse, created 
an opinion that he was a very obscure indi- 
» who, in an original and untaught 
manner, had pursued the objects of electri- 
4 and galvanism with the limited views 
of his class of experimenters. Nevertheless, 
he gave a general invitation to all who chose 
to visit his retreat in the Quantock Hills, 
and expressed his readiness to show them 
his apparatas and the present state of his 

experiments. 

“ The originality of the circumstance de- 
termined me at once to accept his invitation, 
and the day after that on which the business 
of the Association was finished, I proceeded 
to Bridgewater, from which Broomfield is 
distant about eight miles in the hill country. 

“On reaching the handsome mansion of 
Mr. Crosse, situated inan undulating park, 
studded with trees of great bulk and age, I 
was received with much politeness, and 
found that TI was the first visitor from Bris- 
tol. As I was preparing to retain my con- 
veyance to convey me back to Bridgewater, 
I was requested to return it, and pressed to 
stay to dinner and take a bed. Breakfast 
being well served, Mr. Crosse then conduct- 
ed me intoa large and lofty apartment, built 
for a music-room, with a capital organ in 
the gallery, but I couid look at nothing but 
the 7 or 8 tables which filled the area of the 
room, covered with extensive voltaic bat- 
teries ofall forms, sizes, andextents. They 
resembled battalions of soldiers in exact 
rank and file, and seemed innumerable. 
They were in many forms, some in porce- 
lain troughs of the usual construction, some 
like the couronnes des tasses, others cylin- 
drical, some in pairs of glass vessels, with 
double metallic cylinders ; besides them, 
others of glass jars, with stripes of copper 
and zinc. Altogether there were 500 voi- 
taic pairs at work in this great room, and in 
other rooms about 500 more. There were, 
besides, other 500 ready for new experi- 
ments. It seemed likea great magazine for 
voltaic purposes. 

“ There are also two large workshops, with 
furnaces, tools, and implements of all des- 
eription, as much as would load two or three 


.. “Inthe great room there is also a very 
large electrical machine, with a 20-inch 
cylinder, and a smaller one, and in several 
cases all the apparatus in perfect condition. 
as described in the best books on electricity. 
The prime conductor stood on glass legs, 
two feet high, and there was a medical dis- 
charger on a glass leg of five feet. Nothing 
could be in finer order, and no private elec- 
trician in the world could, perhaps, show a 
greater variety, both for experiments and 
amusement. 

“ Beneath the mahogany cover of a table, 


on which stood the prime conductor, &c., 
was enclosed a magnificent battery of 50 
jars, combining 73 square feet of coating. 
Its construction, by Cuthbertson, was in all 
respects most perfect. To charge itrequired 
250 vigorous turns of the wheel, and its dis- 
charge made a report as loud as a blander- 
buss. It fuses and disperses wires of 
various metals; and the walls of the apart- 
ment are covered with framed impressions 
of the radiations from the explosion taken 
at sundry periods. Mr. Crosse strack one 
while I was present, and he has promised 
me one as an electrical curiosity and a me- 
mento of nry visit. 

“ But Mr. Crosse’s greatest electrical ou- 
riosity was his apparatus for measuring, 
colleeting, and operating with, atmospheric 
electricity, Hecollectsit by wires, ofthe 16th 
of an inch, extended from elevated poles to 
poles, or from trees to trees, in his grounds 
and park. The wires are insulated by 
means of glass tubes well contrived for 
the purpose. At present he has about a 
quarter of a mile of wire spread abroad, and 
in general about the third of a mile. A 
French gentleman had reported to the sec- 
tion at Bristel, that the wires extended 
twenty miles, filling the entire néighbour- 
hood with thunder and lightning, to the 
great terror of the peasantry, who, in conse- 
quence, left Mr. Crosse in the free enjoy- 
ment of his game andrabbits. This exagger- 
ation Mr. Crosse laugued at most heartily, 
though he acknowledged that he knew that 
no small terror prevailed in regard to him 
and his experiments. 

“The wires are connected with an appa- 
ratus in a windowof his organ gallery, which 
may be detached at pleasure, when too vio- 
lent, by simply turning an insulated lever ; 
but in moderate strength it may be conduct- 
ed to a ball suspended ever the great bat- 
tery, which, connected with it, is charged 
rapidly, and is then discharged by means of 
an universal discharger. He told me that 
sometimes the current was so great as to 
charge and discharge the great battery 20 
times in a minute, with reports as loud as 
cannon, Which, being continuous, were so ter- 
rible to strangers that they always fled, 
while every one expected the destruction of 
himself and premises. He was, however, 
he said, used to it, and knew how to manage 
and control it; but when it got into a pas- 
sion, he coolly turned his insulating lever, 
and conducted the lightaing into the ground. 
It was a damp day, and we regretted that 
our courage could not be put to the test. 

“Every thing about this part of Mr. 
Crosse’s apparatus is perfect, and much of it 
his own contrivance, for he is clever in all 
mechanical arrangements, and has beea wa- 
wearied in his application, almost night aud 
day, for 30 years past, I learned, too, that 


in the purchase and fitting of his apparatus, 
he has expended nearly £3,000, although in 


eo8 


most cases he is his own manipulator, car- 
penter, smith, copper-smith, &c. 


“ About 12, Professor Sedgwick arrived, | po 


and in the afternoon one ortwo others, besides 
seven or eight gentlemen of the neighbour- 
hood, who had been invited to meet us at 
dinner, for Mr. Crosse uniies to the rank of 
Esquire that of a county magistrate, in the 
duties of which he is respected alike for his 
humanity to the poor, and for his liberal 
opinions in politics. Mrs. Crosse I had not 
the pleasure of seeing, one of the sons being 
ill. Mr. Crosse himself was educated at 
Oxford, and his second son holds the living 
of Broomfield. He is master of all his 
father’s experiments, and, in spite of the 
complaints of an Oxford education, I found 
him to be a very expert mathematician, well 
read, and variously accomplished. At seven 
o’clock we enjoyed a dinner as well served 
as I ever saw any state-dinner in London, 
and beds being reserved for Professor Sedg- 
wick and myself, we next morning renewed 
our survey, previous to fresh arrivals ; and I 
took notes of every thing connected with his 
aqueous voltaic batteries, in the following 


_ order, errors excepted >— 


“1. A battery of 100 pairs, of 25 square 
inches, charged like all the rest with water, 
operating on cups containing 1 oz. of car- 
bonate of barytes and powdered sulphate 
of alumine, intended to form sulphate of 
barytes at the positive pole, and crystals of 
alumine at the negative.- 

*2. A bat of 11 cylindrical pairs, 12 
inches by 4. is, by operating six months 
on fluate of silver, had produced large hex- 
ahedral crystals at the negative pole, and 
crystals of silica and chalcedony at the 
positive. 

“3. A battery of 100 pairs, of 4 square 
inches, operating on slate $32, and platina 
3, to produce hexagonal crystals at the 
positive pole. 

“4. A battery of 100 pairs, 5 inches 
square, operating on nitrate of silver and 
copper, to produce malachite at the positive 
pole ; at the negative pole, crystals already 
appear with decided angles and facets. 

“5. A battery of 16 pairs, of 2 inches, in 
small glass jars, acting on a weak solution 
of nitrate of silver, and already producing a 
compact vegetation of native silver. 

“6. A battery, esteemed his best, of 813 
pairs, 5 inches, insnlated on glass plates on 
deal bars, coated with cement, and soslightly 
oxydated by water as to require cleaning but 
once or twice a year by pumping on them. 
I felt the effect of 458 pairs in careless order 
and imperfectly liquidated, and they gave 
only some tinglings of the fingers, but this 
power in a few weeks produces decided 


ts. 
“7, A battery of 12 pairs, 25 inches zine 
and 36 copper, charged 2 months before 
with water, and acting on a solution of 
nitrate of silver, poured on green bottle-glass 
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coarsely powdered, It had already 
Cased a vegetation of silver at the ve 
e. 


» “8. A battery of 159 galley-pots, with 
semi-circular plates of 1} inch radius placed 
on glass plates, and acting for five months, 
through a small piece of Bridgewater 

brick, on a solution of silex and meh cory | 
saw at the poles small crystals of quarts. 

“9. A battery of 30 pairs, similar to No. 
8, acting since July 27, on a mixture, ine 
mortar, of sulphate of lead, of white oxide, 
of antimony, of sulphate of copper, and of 
green sulphate of iron (205 grains) and three 
times the whole of green bottle-glass (615 
grains). The result has been, in five weeks, 
a precipitation, on the negative wire, of pure 
copper in two days, and crystallized irou 
pyrites in four days. It had been expected 
tu produce sulphurets of lead, copper, and 
antimony, by depriving the sulphates of 
their oxygen. On August 10th and 28th, 
25 grains and 40 grains of sulphate of icon 
were added. 

“10. A battery of 5 jars, With plates of 
different metals, as two copper and ies 
one of lead and lead, and one silver 
iron, and one copper and lead,—Experi- 
mental. 

“11, 12, and 13. About 290 pairs, in three 
batteries, working in a dark room, of which 
I took no note, 

* While I was an inmate with Mr. Crosse, 
we had various conversations about the 
power which he employed. I had in some 
degree anticipated his début, by hazarding 
in the last edition of my ‘ Million of Facts,’ 
1835, an assertion that, inasmuch as metals 
are found only in a mixed or confused state 
in different rocks, among which a galvanic 
action on air or water would necessarily 
arise,long time would generate the compound 
matrices of metals; but I did not regard 
this public anticipation as any interference 
with his original merits, and I was deeply 
penetrated by the view of his labours, and 
the expense and zeal with which he had 
prosecuted his experiments. Yet he hada 
round conductor for a minimum of power, 
instead of a combination of flat or parrallel 
ones for a maximum. And he could not 
help talking about the fluid, and some other 
fancies of the elder electricians, who invent- 
ed their doctrines before it was suspec 
that air was a compound, and that such 
active powers as oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen, 
and their definite numerical co-mixtures, 
conferred mechanical character on the most 
refined operations of nature. 

“He instructed me in the fact that his 
batteries performed four times the duty in 
those hours in the morning, from 7 to II, 
when* the great laboratory of nature is 
evolving the most oxygen, than in the same 
period in the evening, when we may imagine 
the contrary effect takes place. He con- 
sidered the air as in damp 
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weather, that no plate of air, lying between 
the coating of a cloud and the earth, could 
then be disturbed, and he siated to me 
as a general fact that the earth is always 
positively electrified. 

“On my part I enlarged to him and his 
son on the universality of matter and motion 
in producing all material phenomena, in- 
dependeatly of the whimsical powers invent- 
ed in ages when he would have been burnt 
for a magician, and in this way I endeavour- 
ed to return the various information which 
he had so unreservedly imparted to me. I 
impressed on him that all this creative 
energy of atoms was merely a display of 
developments by the great motions of the 
earth as they affect the excitable parts of 
different solid bodies ; the results of which 
are necessarily regular, and their ultimate 
laws of re-action and combination also 
regular, so as to produce that universal 
harmony which surprizes beings who, in 
eternal time, live and observe within only a 
unit of time, Hence that terrestrial galva- 
nism arising from the operations of the in- 
ternal frictions and varied pressures called 
heat; hence those factious productions of 
metallic matrices and crystalline forms re- 
suliing from refined and subtle actions 
which confer electrical and gaivanic effects, 
where different substances are proximately 
opposed ; hence magnetism itself tangentally 
displayed as a resultant of terrestrial cur- 
rents of electricity; hence the fluctuations 
of the phenomena from obliquity of the axis 
of rotation which, in regard to the axis of 
the orbit, generates two variable directions 
of massive pressure; hence, in fine, the 
wisdom displayed by Mr. Crosse in resorting 
to the modus operandi of nature in his at- 
tempts to imitate her most curious-produc- 
tions, 

“Observing that continual fresh arrivals 
rendered it ineligible for me to prolong my 
visit, I p to Taunton, a distance of 
six or seven miles, the nearest place at which 
a stranger can meet with public accommo- 
dation.” 


Axmost night and day during thirty years, 
with an expenditure of three thousand 
‘pounds upon apparatus alone, has ANDREW 
Crosse, the GaLvani-Vouta of England, been 
occupied in humble and secluded, but noble 
and commanding researches into the pro- 
foundest secrets of creation, only to expe- 
rience the disclosure of his pursuits to pub- 
lic view, before the period of his final 
triumphs,—by accident. 

Qwacks of the scientific world, medical as 
well as physical, ponder on the example! 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, October 1, 1836. 


NoTHING more strongly indicates a want 
of intelligence amongst any class of men 
than a patient submission by them to the 
wrongs which are inflicted by misrule or 
tyranny. It is not sufficient that men should 
be endowed with aspirit of resistance under 
oppression ; they ought, at the same time, 
to be possessed of those mental qualifica- 
tions which can give a proper direction to 
their erergies. Without knowledge, in 
fact, no long-continued effort for the pro- 
tection of civil or any other right can be 
maintained. The uneducated mind soon 
sinks under a consciousness of its own 
weakness. The collateral aid which ex- 
perience and well-trained thought can 
furnish, are soon found to be wanting. 
Hence the oppressed become but. too 
speedily the easy prey of the oppressor. 
When a particular. law is framed, giving to 
a certain class of the community a special 
privilege, it is often presumed, by persons 
who are unacquainted with the basis on 
which the whole of the springs of civilized 
society are secured and set in motion, that 
the advantages thus specially enjoyed by 
the few are possessed at the expense, or, 
rather, at the sacrifice, of a portion of 
the rights and privileges of the multitude. 
In the theory of government, the existence 
of this error, when extensive, is of serious 
importance, because it happens, in. the 
revolution of events, that it progressively 
pervades all those classes of a nation which 
do not understand the chief objects for 
which society is organized under the com- 
bined operation of a multiplicity of Jaws. 
In all the great institutions of this empire, 
statutory regulations, suited to the objects 
of the undertaking, are invariably called 
into operation, When the Legislature in- 
terferes for the creation of an establish- 
ment which is connected with the arts, the 
sciences, the li erature, or the commerce of 


_as wellas national protection, is manifested. 


the country, the narrow-minded and irra- 
tional idea is never entertained in the Senate, 
that the aggregate advantages to be derived 
therefrom are to become the peculiar in- 
heritance of its promoters. On the contrary, 
privileges of a peculiar nature, and emolu- 
ments of a given amount, are conferred upon 
a few persons, under a conviction that the 
fruits of their specially-directed labours 
will bestow still greater advantages upon 
all ranks of society. Nothing, therefore, 
can be more erroneous than the belief of un- 
lettered persons, that the inhabitants of a 
great country may be made to co-operate for 
the general good, under some dozen or two of 
statutes. A system of laws is necessary to 
the attainment of a result at once so benign 
and glorious,—a system of government 
compounded of many parts, all working 
in union, the generality of them having 
reference to the maintenance of national 
advantages, but giving to persons, and 
particular institutions, the possession of 
special rights. In all the departments of 
our commerce this principle of individual 


All the ancient charters were conferred on 
particular bodies of our ancestors with a 
similar object, and, in more modern times, 
we have witnessed the practical operation 
of the theory which sustained that principle, 
in the creation of many new establishments 
for the protection and extension of trade, 
and for the more general diffusion of know- 
ledge among the people. 

_ When, therefore, a new College is created, 
or a new Corporation is founded, or a new 
National Museum is opened, the persons con- 
ducting it, under the mandatory stipulations 
of the law—although large salaries may be 
attached to their offices—receive trifling 
advantages thereby, when compared with 
the benefits which such institutions confer 


upon the millions. The jealousy, therefore, 
which is felt tewards the directors, or the 
officers, of those national institutions, is the 
consequence either of envy or of ignorance, 
and mast lead to a thorough miscalculation 
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the sound working of the constitution. In 
the leading professions of this country, 
examples of the correctness of these views 
are readily furnished. The illustrations, 
however, might have had, under a better 
system of regulation, a still more general 
application, and, had the objeets of those 
institutions been fully attained, the enjoy- 
ment of the advantages arising therefrom 
might have been generally and unequivocally 
acknowledged. 

For instance, if the clergy were placed in 
possession of rich benefices, of splendid par- 
sonage-houses, of fertile glebes, the bene- 
fits thus enjoyed by them, as a body, would 
be incomparably insignificant when con- 
trasted with the muniments which a great 
nation might derive from the labours of 
the ministers of religion, thus remunerated 
for their exertions. In the establishment 
and maintenance of our law-institutions, 
precisely similar principles and results are 
inculcated, although they are but seldom 
obtained. In Mepicine no variation from 
these standards is observable under a cor- 
rect and efficient system of management. 
But in that department of science, it must be 
confessed, that the benefits derived from its 
cultivation are so promptly, efficiently, and 
obviously enjoyed, that no man who has a 
regard for his honour and veracity would 
dispute their existence. 

If, therefore, the laws framed for the go- 
vernment of our colleges were suited to the 
noble objects which those institutions were 
designed to fulfil, the profits which the di- 
rectors of them could make by executing 
their functions would be outweighed, ten 
thousand fold, by the gain which must arise 
to the community, as the fruit of their 
labours. 

Short-sighted and brainless, then, must 
be the man who would destroy the institu- 
tions of med‘cine, on the plea that their offli- 
cers were sharing great profits, or amassing 
targe fortunes. A wiser person would di- 
rect his thoughts to the general benefit, 
rather than to the particular disadvantage. 


of all the legitimate and inevitable results of 


What, then, are we to think of those sa- 
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pient parochial functionaries who end ea 
vour to ¢ontravene the spirit and the letter 
of the law, by withholding from medical 
practitioners the fees which are legally 
due to them for services performed in one 
of the most important of our courts of jus- 
tice? We admit, readily, that the acquisi- 
tion of the feé is an advantage to the 
practitioner; but when the amount of the 
miserable pittance is compared with the 
value of the actual labour performed by the 
' Witness, it appears almost like a mockery 
to tender it as a sufficient reward. Inall cases 
where medical testimony is absolutely re- 
quired for the purpose of leading the minds 
of the jury to form a just conclusion from 
facts, what, we ask, would be the utility of 
the investigation, if such testimony were 
entirely withheld? The witness is paid, 
thereforé, not for the purpose of bribing 
him into the Court, nor as the means of en- 
ticing him there, nor for the purpose of per- 
verting truth and purchasing falsehood, but 
with a view to increase the efficiency of the 
proceedings of the Coroner’s Court. Hence 
the medical witness is paid for his attend- 
ance, for the purpose of conferring a benefit 
on the public. The individual gain is un- 
worthy of a moment’s consideration, when it 
is estimated in comparison with the vast 
amount of good which must arise to the 
community from securing, on all occasions, 
the attendance of legally-qualified medical 
practitioners as witnesses in the Coroner's 
Court. 

Whatever, therefore, may be the value 
and number of the advantages which the 
mémbers of the medical profession have a 
right to expect will be conferred upon them- 
selves by the enactment of the Mepicar 
Wirnesses BILL, it is undoubtedly true that 
the greatest amount of gain must be obtain- 
ed by the public. On general, therefore, as 
‘well as on private professional grounds, the 
profession are bound to see that the new law is 
carried into full operation. An instrument 
has been placed in their hands, which may 
may be worked both for individual advan- 
tage and the benefit of the community ; and 


MODE OF COMPELLING OVERSEERS TO PAY 


assuredly there is not to be found one man 
in the profession who will tamely allow any 
unjust, insolent, refractory overseer te vio- 
late with impunity the provisions of the new 
statute. There is not, we say there cannot 
be, such a man in our ranks. It is presumed 
by some persons that if the Lorps had not 
struck out of the Bill that portion of the 
third clause, which, as it passed the Com- 
mons, directed the enforcement of payment 
from the overseer by “ distress aud sale of 
his goods,” no difficulty would have existed 
in obtaining the fees from the overseers, 
But the present conduct of some of those offi- 
cers furnishes ample proof of an opposite 
fact. The temper of parochial functionaries 
does not vary with the conditions of a sta- 
tute. A just law would not beget in them 
a love of justice. It has ever been their 
practice to withhold from medical men a suf- 
ficient remuneration for their services, whe- 
ther performed at inquests or elsewhere, and 
they have resolved to continue consistent in 
their iniquity. Had the power of enforcing 
payment by “ distress” been retained by the 
Lorps, still would the overseers have expe- 
rimented on the patience and the presumed 
tameness of medical men. They would have 
said, “ Distrain, if you like; we will not 
pay without compulsion.” And would the 
surgeon have hesitated to enforce the law? 
Would he have patiently submitted to the 
injustice and insult of a refusal, and have 
slunk from the robber without inflicting upon 
him the penalty of his baseness? Impos- 
sible! But we cannot say so much now. 
Only two months since, a thousand times 
would we have reiterated the word “ impos- 
sible” in answer to these questions. And 
if a practitioner would have proceeded by 
“distraint,” why does he hesitate, or, ra- 
ther, why does he neglect, to punish the law- 
breaker by indictment? An application to 
the Quarter Sessions is made almost as easily 
as acomplaint can be laid before a magis- 
trate. But, it may be rejoined, “I should 
“ get my fee by distraint, whereas, by prose- 
“cuting at the Sessions, I only obtain the 


“ punishment of the overseer.” Good Hea- 
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vens! Is it come to that? Can a single 
member of a learned, an honourable pro 
fession, adopt such a pettyfogging, huxter- 
ing excuse and argument by way of apo- 
logy for his quiet submission to the vile 
outrage which is now committed upon his 
rights? Assuredly, most assuredly, not; 
because, with a grain of common sense, 
he must be convinced that the value of one 
fee, so far as the fee is concerned, would be 
the only sacrifice that could be caused by 
the adoption of the less favourable of the 
two modes of proceeding at law. In both 
cases the overseer would be punished, and 
in one of them the practitioner would get 
his fee. But, it is the example which is of 
value—it is the precedent which is of use— 
it is the exercise of the power to inflict 
punishment, which would operate with a 
marvellously expeditious and beneficial 
effect on the minds and feelings of the 
refractory overseers. A single instance of 
fine and imprisonment might furnish a more 
useful precedent than even a “ distraint” 
upon goods. Clap the person of the culprit 
into a jail for a month, fine him ten pounds, 
and the whole swarm of overseers would 
instantly fall into a state of the mest abject 
trepidation. There would be no more 
refusals to pay,” either in the parish of 
St. Pancras or in any other parish,—if, in- 
deed, there be another in which the over- 
seers are disposed to act with so much 
stupid injustice. Let us, then, have the 
exampLe, the useful lesson of Five and 
imprisonment. We call upon the medical 
practitioners of St. Pancras to unite as one 
man in this struggle,—to take a bold posi- 
tion, and prosecute their rights at law with 
unflinching perseverance and undaunted 
resolution. If they believe that the over- 
seers can disobey the law with impunity, 
we invite them to read the following pas- 
sage, which we extract from BLacksronr, 
on this subject. The words are sufticient 
to choke any iron-throated Docberry—any 


insolent OAr-1N-OFFICE :— 
“ Disobedience to any of these commands 


mons) is a high misprision and contempt ; 
and so, lastly, is disobedience to ANY ACT OF 
PARLIAMENT, WHERE NO PARTICULAR PENALTY 
Is AssIGNED ; for then it is punishable, like 
the rest of these contempts, by FINE and 
IMPRISONMENT, at the discretion of the King’s 
Courts of Justice.” 


What more do the surgeons of St. Pan- 
cras require? Would not a prosecution by 
indictment establish as good a precedent as 
a distraint upon the chattels? But, it may 
be said that the proceeding is expensive, 
In point of fact, however, the whole process 
might be completed, even to the lodgement 
of the Docprrry in one of the King’s Col- 
leges, for six or seven pounds sterling. 
Farther, it should be recollected that one 
conviction would settle the question with 
the whole of the refractory gentry, and that 
no other prosecution or proceeding of the 
kind would ever be rendered necessary. 
Even now, who can believe that any attor- 
ney would be so blindly stupid as to allow 
an overseer, his client, to appear at the 
Quarter Sessions for the purpose of defend- 
ing his refusal to obey the positive com- 
mands of an Act of the Legislature? The 
surgeons of St. Pancras, therefore, have 
only to act with energy and firmness in one 
prosecution by indictment, in order to be 
secured against all future trouble on the 
subject of these fees. Besides, it should 
not be forgotten, that the overseer would. 
incur costs, by his resistance, in the form of 
law-charges, and from these he could not 
escape, however light might be the fine 
consequent upon conviction— however 
brief might be the period of his imprison- 
ment. And these law-charges would fall 
upon the individual overseer, as it is perfectly 
certain that the magistrates, where the 
Unions have not been formed, would not 
allow costs which had been wilfully in- 
curred by an obstinate resistance to the 
provisions of an Act of Parliament, and 
that the Poor Law Commissioners would 
instantly reject such infamous charges in 
the accounts of the Unions, We have 


(the King’s commands by writ and sum- 


the overseers fast enough,then, ifwe have 


| | 


but the spirit to retain our hold, and bestow 
upon the culprits the blessing of one legal 
gripe. 

* Proceedings at law, however, require to 
be managed with caution, and we should al- 
ways remember that the verdict of a jury 
can only be founded on evidence. In the first 
place, economy of expense is an object for 
consideration ; and in the hope of serving our 
professional brethren in that respect, and 
also in the further hope of stimulating them 
to undertake a duty which they owe to the 
profession, as well as to the interests of the 
public, we have obtained from Mr. Tu0- 
BALD, the eminent barrister, of whose im- 
portant services we availed ourselves in 
framing the Bill, the draught of an indict- 
ment, so that the document would be ren- 
dered complete for the use of any medical 
practitioner, payment of whose fee is re- 
fused, by substituting the proper names of 
persons and places, for those which have 
been inserted in the following 

Form of Inpicrment, 

Mippiesex To Wit :—The Jurors for our 
Lord the King upon their oath present, 
That heretofore, to wit, on the Ist day of 
September, in the seventh year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord William the Fourth, 
King of Great Britain and Ireland, in the 
parish ef Limehouse, in the county of Mid- 
dlesex, an inquest was duly holdea by Wm. 
Baker, Esquire, one of the coroners(«) of 
the said county, as such coroner, concerning 
the death of one Richard Johason.(b) 

And the jurers aforesaid, upon their cath 
aforesaid, do further preseut, that Thomas 
Williams, mentioned in the hereinafter de- 
scribed order of the said coroner, being at 
the time a duly qualified medical prac- 
titioner, that is to say, a licensed member 
of the Apothecaries’ Company (c), did then 
and there attend at the said inquest, in obe- 
dience to the said order of the said coroner, 


and the said coroner then and there, by a 
certain order directed to the overseers (d), 


(a) The coroner should be described cor- 


rectly. 

(b) Let the deceased be described pre- 
cisely as in the coroner’s order. 

(c) 1 think it must be shown what the 
practitioner's qualification is, in order that 
the court may jadge whether he comes 
within the Act of Parliament which autho- 
rizes the Coroner to give him an «rder. 

(d) Follow here the direction in the order, 


&e., did order the said overseers to pay to 
the said Thomas Williams the sum of 

, as and for the 
fee [or fees] due to him for having attended 
as a medical witness at the said inquest, so 
holden as aforesaid, before the said coro- 
ner,(e) and for making a post-mortem ex- 
amination of the body of the said Richard 
Johnson. And the jurors aforesaid, upon 
their oath aforesaid, do furiber present, that 
John Jones, at the time of the presenting of 
the said order to him, as is hereinafter men- 
tioned, to wit, on the day and year afore- 
said, in the parish and county aforesaid, 
was one of the overseers of the said parish 
to the overseers of which the said order was 
30 directed by the said coroner as aforesaid ; 
and that afterwards, to wit, on the day and 
year aforesaid, in the parish and county 
aforesaid, the said Thomas Williams duly 
demanded of the said John Jones the pay- 
ment of the said sum of money mentioned in 
the said order, and the said John Jones 
then and there refused to pay the same ; 
and although a reasonable time bath elapsed 
for the payment to the said Thomas Williams 
of the said sum of money mentioned in the 
said order, yet the said John Jones hath 
not paid the said sum of money since, but the 
same still remains due and unpaid to the 
said Thomas Williams, against the form of 
the statute in such case made and provided, 
and against the peace of our said Lord the 
King, his crown, and dignity. 


The notes at the bottom of the page are 
from the pen of Mr. Turosacp, and they must 
not be regarded lightly, while drawing the 
indictment. 

We cannot avoid quoting, in this place, 
the first portion of Clause 3, and we point 
attention to it for the purpose of dispelling 
a most mischievous error, We have already 
rewinded our readers that the verdict of the 
jury must be founded on evidence, and we 
now tell them that it will not be in their 
power to sustain a prosecution against the 
overseers, except by complying most strictly 
with the provisions of the Act, The preva- 
lent error of which we have just spoken is 
this, viz., “that payment can be legally en- 
the order, unless there is a defect in the 
order: and in that case describe the coroner 
properly. ‘The form I consider to be merely 
directory. 

(ce) L apprehend that, whether the fee is 
one or two guineas, it would be sufficient to 
stop here, without adding what follows, a d, 
ol course, if there Le no post-mortem exami- 


with the names, or without, according to 


naticn, what fullows should be omitted. 


t 
( 


forced against the overseers whenever the 
coroner grants the order for payment.” Now, 
what says the 3rd clause of the Act? 

“ And be it further enacted, That when 
any legally qualified medical practitioner 
has attended upon any coroner’s inquest, in 
obedience to any such order as aforesaid of the 
coroner, the said practitioner shall, for such 
attendance at any inquest, be entitled to re- 
ceive such remuneration or fee as is men- 
tioned in the table marked (B.) in the sche- 
dale hereunto annexed.” 

Where, then, is the legal claim to the fee, 
unless the “attendance” is mace at the in- 
quest in “ obedience” to the order of the coro- 
ner? It is evident that if the “ order” of the 
coroner be made out after the witness has 
attended at the inquest, and, possibly, deli- 
vered his evidence, no prosecution could, 
with any prospect of success, be instituted 
against an overseer for refusing payment to 
the person presenting such aa order. But 
it might be replied, that the overseer may 
be ignorant of the circumstances connected 
with the making out of the “ order” by the 
coroner. True, but the medical witness 
would be called upon to make the exposure 
in his cross-examination at the Sessions, 
Inattention to that portion of the Act which 
we have just quoted has allowed the over- 
seers of St. Pancras to refuse payment, in 
many instances, without having incurred the 
slightest chance of punishment. 


A corresronpDENT, Whose name should af- 
ford a guarantee for the correctness of his 
communication, has forwarded to us the fol- 
Towing statement for publication, “ in fur- 
“therance of the objects of a journalist, 
«“ whose especial duty it is to expose to public 
“ view the character of the appointwents in 
“our public medical institutions.” Were 
the Medical Committee of the House of 
Commons at present receiving evidence, they 
might be usefully employed in making some 
enquiries into the facts :— 

The medical staff of St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, on the resignation of Dr. Hur, a 


short time since, sent a communica'ion to 
the Mr. Pexeima who delivers lectures on 
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appointed him to the office. His election, 
however, was strongly opposed by the go- 
vernors, on the ground that the persen ehosen 
was a * pluralist,” and could not, therefore, 
do his duty in the school, one of his offices 
being that of lecturer on Chemistry at the 
London Hospital, which he must resign if he 
were allowed to come to St. Burtholomew's. 
But, apprehending, perhaps, that the classes 
at the London Hospital would be the more 
profitable, the condition was refused, and 
the election made by the medical staff unce- 
remoniously negatived. The chief opponent 
of this appointment was the father of a late 
sub-officer in the Smithfield hospital. This 
governor was desirous of connecting bis son 
with the school, but Mr. Stancey refused to 
admit the comparative novice into the circle, 
and the consequence was, the determined 
opposition of the father to the arrangements 
of the medical staff. Having lost the valu- 
able prize from the Aldersgate-street school, 
(their pride, however, being not a little re- 
lieved, that the necessity of going to a minor 
rival establishment for a lecturer was ren- 
dered an impossibility,) Messrs. Larnam, 
Lawrence, & Co., induced Messrs. Branpr 
and Grirritus to accept the vacant office, 
and stopped the mouth of the turbulent go- 
vernor by obtaining from him, through the 
influence, it is said, of a Mr. P., a “ top apo- 
thecary” at the West End, the office of 
“ Domestic Surgeon” to a Lady B., with a 
salary of three hundred pounds a year, 
Thus the B. family is saddled with this 
medical juvenile, as a consequence of the 
present corrupt and unprincipled mode of 
election in the hospitalsaud medical schools. 
It ought also to be remarked, that the same 
governor who was se refractory at the ap- 
pointment of the * pluralist” of the London 
Hospitaland Aldersgate-street, has not moved 
one inch in opposition to the election of the 
pluralist “ Lecturer on Chemistry” to the 
Apothecaries’ Company, at two ef the St. 
George’s schools, at the Royal Institution, 
at St. Bartholomew's, and “ Assayer to the 
Mint!” The case hardly needs any com- 
ment. 


We have to record an instance of the most 
flagrant ingratitude which has just been 
committed by the French Government to- 
wards the head of the medical profession in 
France. Baron Larrey hasbeen dismissed 
from his office of Surgeon-in-Chief of the 
Inva'ids, in France, in order that room may 
be made for, it is said,a Monsieur Pasevrer, 
whose only title for filling the profitable and 
honourable office, is that of having accom- 


Chemistry and Materia Medica, and there- 
upon notonly offered him the Chair of Che- 
misiry in their medical school, but actually 


| panied the Duke of Orveans in his late glo- 


rious campaign of Mascara! 
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INTERCEPTED LETTERS, 


“Dear Sin Henry :—Upon the whole I 
think there has been less than ever doing in 
the way of business during the Autamn, 
Perhaps the public are aware of your 
absence, but really no one sends to Curzon- 
street. Besides, physicians are seldom now 
wanted. People apparently get well with- 
out them, though it would be highly in- 
decorous (as Warren used to say) for a 
man to die without a physician being called 
in. The Princess continues her s¢jours at 
Ramsgate, and though her general health 
has been benefitted by the sea-air, I under- 
stand that her sight is by no means improved, 

“ Nothing is talked of here, (there being 
no patients,) but schools and lecturers. Long 
as King’s College was tottering, it only re- 
quired the withdrawal of your countenance, 
and the resignation of your amiable and 
accomplished nephew, to seal its doom. The 
vacant chairs have been filled up with such 
figurantes as they could get, for none applied 
for them. Whether the jobbing succeeded 
at Charing-Cross or not is a matter of little 
consequence. The late proceedings at that 
Hospital will quite satisfy the public of its 
fitness as a place of education, and as an 
example to youth, Universal satisfaction is 
felt at Perricrew’s adroitness, five hundred 
guineas not being so easily col ected now-a- 
days. Howsutr, who has distinguished 
himself by his liberality on this occasion, is 
well known as an occasional canvasser for 
materials to fill MacLeon’s Gazette. Perhaps 
the whole transaction is unexampled in the 
annals of corruption. First of all, Mr. How- 
su1p gets elected a Member of the Council of 
the College of Surgeons. He then supports 
a law in that institution, that no medical 
student shall be examined for the diploma 
of the College until he has paid a certain 
sum at one of the London hospitals. He 
then buys a five-hundred pound share in the 
Charing-cross Hospital, gets it recognized as 
one of the institutions at which students 
shall be compelled to buy tickets of admis- 
sion, and hopes to repay himself out of the 
pockets of the unfortunate young men. Such, 
so far as I can understand the constitution 
of the College of Surgeons, and the plan 
which has been contrived on this occasion, 
such, I say, is the plain statement of this 
transaction. Surely such corporate turpi- 
tude, such collegiate corruption, is not 
equalled in any other institution in civilized 
Europe! And the whole Councilaid and abet 
the proceeding! People are all enquiring 
how on earth such a man became one of the 
Council of the College. The particulars, 
however, are worth narrating. At the time 
when Mr. Lawrence was so triumphantly 
advocating the cause of Medical Reform, 
and leading by the nose a whole parcel of 
Radicals who were threatening to overturn 
the existing system,a vacancy took place in 
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the Council, and these dealers in diplomas 
found themselves placed between two stools. 
They must have elected either Howsurp, 
who was senior to Lawrence, or the Agitator. 
Persuaded of Mr. Lawrenct’s firmness and 
integrity of principle, they very judiciously 
preferred Hlowsuir, though he was a bitter 
pill to swallow, and they have had the good 
sense not once to allow him to interfere to 
any extent in the business of the Couacii; 
and when this silent member proposed to 
deliver the College Lectures, they rejected 
his proposal with contempt. We must, 
therefore,—the man and all things being 
considered,-—give Perrigrew great credit 
for his success on this occasion, and he 
merits our countenance and respect. 

“Whilst the fate of King’s College is 
certainly very galling, a substantial source 
of comfort is derivable from what is going 
on in Gower-street. Neither true conserva- 
tism nor mock-liberalism seems to flourish, 
Strenuously as the London University was 
supported by influential individuals and the 
Press, | was convieced that it could not go 
on very well. Just recollect all the ma- 
noeuvres of Sir Cuarves Bewt and Co., at 
its very onset; and though corruption and 
monopoly were for a while overpowered by 
the talents and good conduct of a few pro- 
fessors, yet the old leaven of self-election 
has now come forth again with all its fresh- 
ness. Not doubting that the proceeding is 
much to their advantage, all the private 
teachers are making play in good earnest 
this session. 

Talking of lecturers, hope you have read 
the clinique of the peninsalar surgeon in 
Tue Lancer. The idea of his patronizing 
St. Joun Love's practice at the Blind Ma- 
nufactory really shocks me, One cannot 
wonder at a Lue-and-cry being raised aguinst 
the College of Surgeons which had such a 
man for its President, 

“You will be sorry to hear of Sir Wm. 
Kaienron’s illness. The report is, that he 
is afflicted with a disease of the heart. Poor 
man! Much has he had to agitate him, and 
I will regret his loss extremely, from the 
interest he has always taken in us, and the 
utility which he has been to several of 1s 
in negociating our intrigues. I will wrii> 
to you after our next meeting at the College, 
and, inthe interim, believe me to be respect- 
fully and faithfully yours, 

“J.T? 


“Dear Dr. Torner:—The population 
of London has for some years past under- 
gone a diminution during the autumnal 
months, which, with other obvious cir- 
cumstances, prevent me from being in. the 
least surprized at your finding little to do 
during my absence. I continue to spend 
my time very pleasantly, though, perhaps, 
not very profitably, in this gay atmosphere, 
and though I have neither leisure nor ineli- 


nation to read books, yet with such an active 
mind I cannot well avoid occasional serious 
meditation. 

“Ir. flect with gratification, that with the 
aid of several kind and active friends, I 
succeeded in postponing the motion for 
the draught charter for the New Metro- 
politan University to the House of Commons 
until the very last day of the Session, and it 
is, therefore, not unreasonable to conclude, 
that if we only persevere in the same rational 
opposition, we shall be able to postpone, 
from one session to another, the establish- 
ment of this unconstitutional University. 
On reviewing the s of events relative 
to this institution, the fate of King’s Col- 
lege, and likewise London University, it is 
apparent enough that, in the present constitu- 
tion of society, no government or joint-stock 
company can organize an institution which 
will not soon work in opposition to the pro- 
fessed patriotic principles of its founders. 
Sooner or later it must be turned to account 
by some more dominant and contriving spirit 
among the managers. Happily, the govern- 
ment and the patriots do not yet see that 
there is a principle on which scientific insti- 
tutions may be founded, which alone can 
ensure that the public will be the first 
gainers, and the professors bencfit ouly 
secondarily by it. If you pay attention to 
what is said about the London University, 
for instance, you wiil find that the professors 
never breathe a word about the public ; but 
the only surmise is, whether the ‘ University ’ 
will ‘flourish,’ whether the institution will 
‘prosper,’ not ‘What will science gain by 
such a proceeding?” ‘What extra facilities 
of instruction can we afford to the youths 
of our profession?” ‘To what extent can 
genius fostered by bestowing on it 
such posts and offices as we have at our 
disposal?” Oh, no! I am happy to say 
that revolutionary views have not got to this 
pitch. Indeed, we owe much to the pro- 
fessors for contriving to keep public principle 
80 completely in the back-ground. And the 
government are like a billiard-ball, which 
the cue of the conservatives is striking one 
way, and the cue of the reformers sending 
another ; so that, struck by the tory and 
radical cues with equal velocity, the minis- 
terial ball stands stock still. As for King's 
College I have no further hopes of it, but 
however ill-suited and unfashionable may 
be the principles which led to its formation, 
I am proud to think that we have not fallen 
from the same hypocritical pinnacle as, 
thanks to a kind Providence, the University 
has toppled from. There was a time when 
mock-reformers could, to a certain extent, 
impose on the British public, but now the 
eyes of all classes are wide open in this 
country, and a part of the press takes care 
to keep them from closing again. 

“ By-the-by I am not satisfied with the 
manner in which Mr, Mayo has been treated 
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on all hands, in consequence of his late 
migrations. I do not understand why he 
should not be allowed to take any steps to 
better himself. It is well known that his 
lectures at King’s College yielded him no- 
thing, but when he was defeated by the 
jobbers in Gower-street, why, in the name of 
Juprrer, was he not permitted to return to 
an institution which was more worthy of 
his talents? The Council had no right to 
strangle him. He should have been left to 
commit felo de se. 
“As I intend to remain some time I 

here, I expect that you will allow me to 
continue to have the pleasure of hearing 
from you regularly, and always believe me 
your very faithful sincere friend, 

“H. H. 
“ — Hall, Leicestershire, Sept. 10th, 1836. 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 
REMARKS ON THE LETTER OF MR. G. JONES, 


To the Editor of Tr Lancer. 


Sin :—I regret exceedingly that the ex- 
treme length of my lette’, in reply to the 
statement of Mr. G. Jones, prevented its 
appearance in Tue Lancer. I, however, 
avail myself of your liberal offer in the pre- 
sent crowded state of your valuable co- 
lumns, and shall be as brief as possible in 
embodying the statements contained in my 
former communication, Lest it might be 
supposed from your notice of it, that I was 
personally interested in the result of the 
present controversy, allow me to state, that 
Iam not, nor ever was connected with the 
Charing-Cross Hospital. I desired to be 
so about two years since, in consequence of 
an advertisement I read in the Morning 
Herald for a Visiting Surgeon to the Instita- 
tion, and applied to Dr. Golding upon the 
subject, but was told at the time by that 
gentleman that it was settled that Mr. How- 
ship should get the appoiatment, 

In my letter of Jast week I stated, that as 
an investigation into the professional con- 
duct of Mr. Pettigrew and Dr. Sigmond 
was sought for at the hands of their medi- 
cal brethren, and would take place, [looked 
upon the letter of Mr. Jones as mis-timed 
and uncalled for, particularly from him, 
and written with a view to prejudice the 
minds of the governors at large of the Charing- 
Cross Hospital, whose duty it will be to 
approve or condemn the late proceedings,— 
that this was the second time Mr. Jonés 
had the fortune (?) to be the Atlas of indi- 
viduals, who, keeping in the background 
themselves, thrust him forth to assist in an 
assault, as in the case of the expulsion of 
Mr. Tweedie from the Free Hospital, Gre- 
ville-street, or to “ parry an attack” as 


he now expresses it. I shall now merely 
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say, in justice to Mr. Tweedie, that Drs. 
Uwins and Ryan, Mr. Pascoe St, Leger 
Grenfell, the Treasurer, myself, and a 
large body of Governors, retired with him, 
leaving Mr, Marsden and Mr. Jones to en- 
joy their triumph. 

’ As Mr. Jones in his letter did not “ at- 
tempt to controvert any of Mr. Pettigrew’s 
statements,” I proceeded to examine how he 
proved the brag with which he set out, viz., 
That the forceof his (Mr. P.’s) aftirma- 
tions is blunted to impotence by the circum- 
stance, that allowing all he says to be unex- 
aggerated, every assertion tells with equal 
force to criminate himself, to injure that 
character which he prizes dearer than life,” 
and that Mr. Pettigrew’s character had 
little to fearfrom Mr. Jones. In doing so, 
replied to Mr. Jones’s first and second ques- 
tions by stating, that in addition to Mr. 
Pettigrew’s own word, I myself frequently 
heard him complain of the want of, and re- 
peatedly saw him obliged to write for, ne- 
cessaries, which the humblest dispensary 
has ready at a moment's notice; and that 
with respect to his associating with such 
“ base colleagues” for 14 years, I endea- 
voured to show that a dispensary in Villier’s- 
Street, and an hospital at Charing-Cross, 
being two very different things, no occasions 
for finding fault with director, nurses, beds, 
operating table, and all the other appur- 
tenanrces of an hospital, presented themselves 
in Villier’s-street during the 12 years Mr. 
Pettigrew was attached to the dispensary in 
that locality. T agreed with Mr. Jones in 
one of his statements, viz., “ that the Job 
cut Mr. Pettigrew, not he the Job,” and for 
this reason, that every “ Jcb” willendeavour 
to cut the individual who opposes it ; but I 
denied that Mr. P. clang to it “ with long 
and ardent attachment.” I stated he clung 
to the hospital, and I am now happy to state 
he still clings to it, with a view to making 
it what the governors and the public have a 
right to insist upon—a place of comfort and 
relief to the sick poor, and an hospital with 
the required number of beds for medical 
tuition. My letter was usclessly prolonged 
in commenting upon Mr. Jones's trifling, 
when he drew a kind of negative compari- 
son between the manners of Mr. Pettigrew 
and Dr. Golding, forgetting that Mr. Jones 
set out with saying, “it wasall a matter of 
taste.” TI endeavoured to show that a 
union with the King’s College would have 
been of material benefit to the hospital, in- 
asmuch as it would have enabled Dr. Gold- 
ing to apply the money he laid out at the 
time in the ercction of a theatre, to the 
“ welfare of the patients, which was” by 
Mr. Jones’ account, “ the first object of the 
Dector;” and particularly when every nerve 
wus strained to keep 100 beds furnished, 
with the philarthropic view of a recoznitiot 
of the institution by the College of Sur- 
geons ; and f left the Editor of fur Lascei 


and Mr. Joues to settle whether the hospital 
was or had been “a place of traffic in hu- 
man misery, disease and death!” Mr. 
Jones said in his letter “ that Mr, Pettigrew 
failed to form a school.” I shall now only 
say, that Mr, Pettigrew and myself resigned 
our situations as teachers of anatomy and 
physiology, without being called upon to do 
so. With respect to the praise Mr, Pettigrew 
bestows upon Dr. Golding in the pamphlet 
upon hydrophobia, it is merely given to him 
as the founder of the hospital, not as the 
director ; and all the extracts quoted in 
your last Journal, by Mr. Robertson, from 
the pen of Dr. Sigmond, give the Doctor no 
more ; yet itis odd that Mr. Jones supports 
this. office of director upon the grounds of 
“the success of the Charing-Cross Hospi- 
tal!” Allow me, in conclusion to say, that 
two gentlemen of high professional eminence 
and unsullied reputation, are placed before 
the medical public ina position demanding 
our support and co-operation in their present 
vexatious and frivolous persecution ; and 
that in my former letter I appealed, and I 
now again do so with confidence, to the 
Editor of Tue Lancet, as one always ready 
to follow abuses to their source, and root 
them out when detected. I have the honour 
to be, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 
P. Bewsetr Leeas. 
7, Store-street, Bedford-square, 
Sept. 20, 1836. 

*,* Here the publication of letters on 
this subject must cease. Ample time and 
opportunity have been afforded to the prin- 
cipals for accusation and defence. Farther 
discussion of the proceedings in question 
must be conducted in some manner which 
will tend more quickly and satisfactorily to 
results.—Ep. L, 


MEDICAL WITNESSES ACT. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sir :—I have the honour to inform you 
that at a meeting of the Committee of the 
“Berks Medical Association,” holden at 
the Reading Dispensary, September 26, 1836, 
the following resolutions were passed 

“ That the thanks of this Soc be 
sented to Toomas WaKLEY, for 
his zealous and persevering exertions, and 
his able and successful conduct of the 
‘Medical Witnesses Bill’ through Par- 
‘iament. 

“That a copy of the above be forwarded 
or publication, to Twe Laxcer and ‘the 
LonpDon Mepical Gazette.” 

Ihave the honour to be, Sir, your very 


»bedient servant, 
Georce MAvy. 
Reading, Sept. 26th, 1836. ' 


ily 


ted 
nd 
do 
ew 
let 
im 
the 
in 
om 
no 
rts 
of 
pi- 
hat 
ice 
ore 
ing 
ent 
nd 


Fas 


SA 


NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 


GONORRHGAL RHEUMATISM. 


Thomas E., aged 30, was admitted July 
12, under the care of Dr. Tuomsenx. He is 
a servant, and is now suffering from the 
fourth attack of rheumatism ; the first attack 
came on nine years since, his left ankle and 
various other joints were then affected ; he 
had a second attack about six months after- 
wards; four years since the third attack 
came on and lasted aboutnine months; each 
attack followed gonorrhcea, when the dis- 
charge was somewhat abating ; the second 
and present return of the affection were ac- 
companied with opthalmia. The first time 
he had gouorrhoea he had sores aad bubvoes, 
for which he was salivated, and he attributes 
the rheumatism following to cold, caught 
during the time he was under the influence 
of mercury. He could assign no cause for 
the three following attacks of rheumatism 
except the presence of gonorrhoca, for the 
cure of which he always took copaiba. 

About a month since he contracted a fresh 

a, the discharge was profuse; 
about a week since he became affected with 
rheumatism in the left hip, and shortly after 
in the knee-joint of the same side; the 
shoulder was also slightly painful. The 
opthalmia, commmenced a little before the 
rheumatism, he could not attribute either to 
cold, wet, or any thing else. He has taken 
no mercury this time, he always took it in 
the former attachs, At present there is 
inflammation of both conjunctive, but very 
little lacrymation, and not the least intoler- 
ance of light; he kas a prickling sensation, 
as if dirt were im the eye; the left knee is 

iderably swollen, e\ idently from effusion 
into the synovial membrane ; there is tender. 
ness on pressure of the ligamentum patella, 
but not elsewhere; no redness, very litile 
heat; the right knee is affected in a similar 
manner, but in a slighter degree ; he ex- 
periences the greatest pain on attempting to 
walk; he cannot stard quite upright on 
accountof his back ; the pains are increased 
to-night; does not know whether heat or 
cold relieves him; he is generally feverish 
and thirsty; tongue very white and moist; 
ite bad; bowels confined; pulse 85, 
rather full and soft; urine high-coloured 
and depositing a red sediment ; has a slight 
discharge fromthe urethra, The last attack 
was cured by warm bathing. Mr. Tayior 
ordered him a mixture containing colchicum 


nd sulphate of esia, from which he did 
aot experience any benefit, and passed a bad 


.13,.He was bled to fourteen ounces, and 
felt somewhat relieved, but still was restless 
at night; blood buffed and cupped. 

14. The pain in the knee and ankle much 

3; no sleep during the night; 
leeches and a blister were applied to the left 
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knee, and he took a calomel pill and black 
draught ; the opthalmia nearly, gone. 

Ls. Bled again to-day to fourteen ounces. 
The right knee blistered; to have three 
grains of the hydriodate of potash in au ounce 
of water three times daily, and half a grain 
of the muriate of morphia, with forty minims 
of colchicum wine at bed-time. Pains in 
the knees rather better. As bowels are still 
confined, repeat purgative. 

19. He has taken a purgative since last 
report, which freely opened the bowels, 
He appears much better ; the discharge has 
increased. To take fifteen minims of balsam 
of copaiba three times daily, Warm baths 
at night. 

24. Knee again painful, a blister to be 
applied to it. 

25. The potash increased to five-grain 
doses; repeat purgative ; omit the balsam, 
as the discharge has disappeared. 

Aug. 1. Left knee again painful, to be 
cupped to six ounces, this relieved him con- 
siderably, but the left eye is again affected 
with inflammation. 

3. Eye rather worse, great intolerance of 
sight, the knee mach better. To be cupped 
to ten ounces; two grains of calomel, and 
twoof opium, in a pill, every six hours, 

10. Eye rather better, but still intolerant 
of light; pain in the knees almost gone; 
discharge nearly ceased. 

15. Improving steadily and gradually ; to 
have the vinum opii applied to the eye daily. 

In lecturing on this case, Dr. Tuomson 
remarked, that the characters of gonorrhceal 
rheumatism were well known; the causes 
of it were, however, obscure ; it generally 
appears at the decline of the discharge ; it 
seems to be connected with a strumous habit 
of body, occurring in persons of a clear, 
florid, complexion, full in flesh, but not 
strong. The pains usually attack the knees 
and ankles ; sometimes the discharge, as in 
this case, stops, and opthalmia supervenes. 
This opthalmia must not be confounded 
with gonorrboeal opthalmia, arising from 
metastitis, during the existence of severe 
gonorrhoea, or from touching the eye with 
gonorrhocal matter; this true ophthalmia 
runs into ulceration and destruction of the 
eye. The opthalmia connected with gonor- 
rhocal rheumatism more closely resembles 
rheumatic inlammation of the conjunctive ; 
it usually displays a peculiar zone of colour 
round the transparent cornea. 

In thetreatment of gonorrhceal rheumatism, 
the abstraction of blood is to be regulated by 
the state of the pulse ; local bleeding, by 
cupping or leeches. Dr. Tuomson prefers 
to general abstraction of blood, calomel and 
opium, with, or without, colchicum, until 
the mouth is touched, afterwards bark, 
sulphate of quinine and guaiacum, in his 
Opinion constituted the best plan of treat- 
meat. Though blisters were ordered in 


this case, they did not often prove useful. 


62 MIDWIFERY LECTURES, &e: 


NOTICES TO MEDICAL SUDENTS. 


Tue Lecturers on Midwifery of London 
have requested us to give insertion to a 
new Regulation of the Apothecaries’ Com- 
pany, which was made known to those Lec- 
turers in a circular dated Apothecaries’ 
Hall, August Lith, 1836. It appears that 
a Conference was held at the Hall witha 
deputation from the teachers of Midwifery 
in London, on the 8th instant, when the 
teachers urged the Court “to revise the regu- 
lations for the study of Midwifery published 
by them in April, 1835.” The Court con- 
sented to a change, but, it appears, with 
much regret, and they have now ordained as 
follows :— 

“That two courses of lectures on Mid- 
wifery, consisting of sixty lectures each 
(including examinations), may be attended 
at any time subsequent to the termination of 
the first summer session; and that practical 
midwifery may be attended at any period 
subsequent to the termination of the second 
winter session.” 

The Court of Examiners state that “ their 
compliance with the unanimous wishes of 
the teachers of this department of medical 
science, is a sacrifice of their own views, 
but they make it in the hope that the result 
may be found productive of those advantages 
anticipated by the lecturers.” 

The circular is concluded with the follow- 
ing statement:—*The Court have been 
given to understand that the majority of 
students entertain a belief that no examina- 
tion is instituted as to their attainments in 
this branch of study; they therefore trust 
that each lectarer will impress upon his 
class the fallacy of such an opinion, assuring 
their pu ils that in addition to the usual en- 
quivies into the anatomy, physiology, and 

thology of the uterine system, a strict 
nvestigation is made respecting their know- 
ledge of every condition connected with the 
pregnant and puerperal states ; and that the 
only point to which the examination does 
not extend, is that of delivery by instru- 
ments. 

“ Roserr B. Urton, Secretary.” 


To the “digest” of the Regulations of 
the Apothecaries’ Hall, contained in Tue 
Lancer of Sept. 24th, we may add, that 
* those gentlemen whose indentures of ap- 
prenticeship bear date prior to the Ist of 
October, 1835, and who can adduce proof, 
to the satisfaction of the court, that they 
have not been permitted to commence 
attendance upon the medical classes during 
their apprenticeship, will be allowed by 
the court to complete their studies in con- 
formity with the regulations of January, 
1831.” Vide note to p. 8, of Regulations, 
&c. 1835. 

In the statements of the amount of fees in 
the different schools, as given in the last 


week’s Lancet, it will be found, on enquiry 
at the schools, previous to entering, that in 
some of those tables the fee which stands 
first, is the charge for attendance on the 
whole sessional course, while in others, it is 
the charge for the first division only, which, 
in the prospectuses of several of the schools, 
is called “a course.” The distinction 
a be ascertained before paying the 
ees. 


NOTES FROM LECTURERS. 

To the Editor, Sin:—In the last num- 
ber. of Tue Lancer you have placed me 
amongst those who have retired from the 
duties of a lecturer. Owing to some inad- 
vertence on my part, I neglected to send my 
prospectus announcing my return to the 
school in Little Windmill-street, where I 
commence my lectures, at four o'clock on 
Monday next, on the Materia Medica. I 
have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient 
servant, Georce G. Sicmonp, M.D.—Dover- 
street, Sept. 26th. 


To the Editor. Str:—There is an inac- 
curacy in your account of the London 
Hospitals and Schools, which, although 
apparently trivial, is of importance to me, 
and I will thank you to correct st. Under 
the head “Changes in the Schools,” you 
state “Mr. Lucas has taken the place of 
Mr. Dermott, on Anatomy!” The fact is, I 
remain in the same “ place” that I have 
lectured in for eight years past, at the West- 
minster Dispensac:y, Gerrard-street, Soho, 
and, what is more, my class remains with me 
too. Mr. Lucas never had any share with 
me in my professional connection, as a 
teacher, much less am I superseded in it 
any person. The school in which he 
advertised to lecture is a “ new organiza- 
tion.” Your's obediently, G. D. Dermorr. 
15, Charlotte-street, Bloomsbury, Sept. 27th. 


*,* The statements in Tue Lancer were 
not strictly incorrect. They only appear 
so to be to ovr correspondents, The 
Charing-cross School was simply stated to 
have lost the services of Dr. Sigmond ; and 
Mr. Dermott was notified to be no longer 
lecturing with his former colleagues. The 
article contained a list of “ changes.” The 
existing arrangements were described in 
another part of the journal, However, we 
are happy to prevent possible misapprehen- 
sions by the insertion of the above notes. 


MR. FOX’S CASE OF ONE LIVING 
AND ONE BLIGHTED FETUS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Simm :—Tue Lancet of the 17th September 
contains an interesting fact of the expulsion 
of a full-grown male child and a small 
blighted foetus ; and Mr. Fox, the gentleman 
by whom the fact was communicated, re- 
marks, that the patient expected to be con- 
fined at least three months previous to the 
event happening. The case, as it now stands, 
is incomplete, and no practical deduction 
seems to arise from it; but if Mr. Fox 
would obtain a few more particulars, he 
would both greatly enhance the value of the 
case, and, I doubt not, much oblige the nu- 
merous readers of Tue Lancer. 

The following queries seem to embrace 
& points upon which information is defec- 

e 


1.—Did the patient date the pregnancy 
from the last act of menstruation which pre- 
ceded delivery, supposing it to have hap- 
pened about a year previously? 

2.—Assuming this to be answered in the 
affirmative, did the signs which are common 
to the early weeks of pregnancy take place, 
and did they continue during an unusual 
length of time? 

3.—Was the patient conscious of having 
quickened at any particular time? 

4.—Did the blighted ovum present the 
characters of a distinct and separate ovum, 

uite unconnected with the placenta of the 
ll-grown child ? 

This case must Lave been cither a double 
conception originally,—one of the twins 
perishing at an early period of gestation,— 
ora second conception, three months subse- 
quent to the first—thus raising the question 
of superfvetation. I hope that Mr. Fox will, 
by kindly supplying what appears to me to 
be defective, enable us to arrive at a pro- 
bable conclusion as to the nature of the case. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J.T. 
Lecturer on Midwifery at the 
Royal School of Medicine, 
Birmingham. 


Birmingham, 23d Sept. 1836. 


MEDICO.CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—We have got two notoriously bad 
readers as secretaries at the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society. Indeed, Mr. Liston 
was so afraid of bis paper being murdered 
im the reading by one of them, that he very 
judiciously stood over his shoulder to keep 

im to a correct version, and yet with all 
this trouble the paper was emasculated. 
Now, without meaning to imply what some 
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others, by the way, do, that Mr. Partridge 
can at pleasure read worse than asual, I yet 
am inclined to suggest either that authors 
be permitted to read their own papers, if 
they choose_to do so, or that two secretaries 
be elected who can read fluently. In truth, 
a regulation to change the secretaries every 
three years, would not only be fair to the 
Fellows individually, for the oftice is con- 
sidered a post of honour, but it would be a 
great service to the Society generally, by 
giving it the chance of finding out two men 
who are capable of reading manuscript ge- 
nerally without difliculty. I am, Sir, yours 
respectfully, 
A or Tue Society.” 
Sept. 24, 1836.” 


The reply of Mr. Robertson to Dr. Sig- 
mond does not appear to contain any thing 
imperatively demanding insertion, (we must 
close the controrersial part of this dispute,) 
except a copy of the letter of Dr. Sigmond, 
dated July 2, 1836, the “ original” being pre- 
served in, evidence of the date, by the re- 
ceiver :— 

“ 24, Dover-street, July 2, 1886. 

“ My Dear Sir :—It gives me great plea- 
sure to add my expression of the feeling the 
medical officers of the Charing-Cross Hos- 
pital entertain towards Dr. Golding, as the 
founder of an institution which I hope may 
be a lastiug monument of his perseverance 
and benevolence. Faithfully yours, my dear 
sir, G. G. Siemonp, 

** To John Robertson, Esq., 

Hon. Sec. C.-C. Hosp.” 


With regard to the pamphlet forwarded 
to us last week by Dr. Sigmond, we judge, 
from the letter of Mr. Robertson, that the 
publication of any part of it wouid only lead 
to “ refutations” and denials almost endless 
in number, The subject is now ready for 
the dissecting-kuife of the Parliamentary 
Medical Committee, or some other possess- 
ed of equal anatomic powers. Before such 
a tribunal alone can the truth and honesty 
with which the inscription on the tablet at 
Charing-cross Hospital was indited, be ap- 
preciated :— 

Benjamin 
In Miseros Benignus, 
Hos Nosocomium necnon Medicina Scholam 
Suscepit et Fauste Exegit.” 


Some correspondents who have favoured 
us with communications respecting the com- 
plaint from Glasgow, will find a letter allud- 
ing tothe statements at page 47. The letter 
of “M.D.,Jun.,” so faras Mr. C. was con- 
cerned, -imply amounted to the republica- 
tion, in London, of an article which had 
already appeared in print in Glasgow, 
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64 . CORRESPONDENTS.—THE NEW VOLUMES. 


Tue Messrs. Gururie.—In Tue Lancer 
of the 10th of September, two statements 
were printed relative to Mr. Gururte and 
his son. With respect to the first of them 
we have received Mr. Guthrie’s unqualified 
contradiction of its truth, and we should not 
be doing justice to our own feelings if we 
did not express our belief of the accuracy 
of the negation. 

With regard to the correctness of the se- 
cond statement, we have no opinion to offer; 
but we feel it to be our duty to publish the 
following note on the subject, which has been 
forwarded to us by Mr. Guthrie, sen, :— 

“ Sept. 20, 1836. 

Dear Siz :—Thongh IT cannot feel my- 
self at all called upon to contradict any 
anonymous statement, yet as an act of cour- 
tesy towards you I will reply to your note, 
by saying, that the manuer in which my 
name was used in connection with your son’s 
by some writer in Tue Lancer, was wholly 
unwarranted. I will further add, that as 
far as your son’s conduct has fallen under 
my observation, it has not only not merited 
my censure, but has merited my decided 
approbation, and I have always spoken of 
him in terms of commendation, never in any 
disrespectful way. I am, dear Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

H. Ror.” 


“To G. J. Guthrie, Esq.” 


CORRESPONDENTS. 

We received last week for insertion a let- 
ter from Dr. Wayte, of Lynn, in which the 
doctor defends the original “ Lynn Dispen- 
sary” from some aspersions which he consi- 
ders Dr. Tweedale to have cast upon the 
character and tendency of that “ charity.” 
The letter of Dr. Wayte places beyond all 
doubt, in our mind, the fact that the ** Lynn 
Self-sapporting Dispensary” is a rirad insti- 
tution “ got up” by a riral physician, to a 
certain extent “successfully” for the pri- 
vate interests of the one founder, and detri- 
mentally to those of the other. The original 
dispensary is, we believe, now defunct. 
Such facts as we can gather from the com- 
munication of Pr. Wayte shall be published 
next week, until which time we find it im- 
possible to devote more space than this no- 
tice occupies, to the public portion «f the 
controversy. 

A Pupil of Charing-Cress Hospital. — If 
more be admitted on the subject, the prin- 
cipals must defend themselves, not write 
any longer by proxy. 

If A Pupil will divide 100 by 3, he will 
find the number of weeks. So lcng as their 
friends are paid for tickets of admission to 
the lectures, what care the Company who 
hears them delivered ? 

The communications of Mr. Ingleby, Mr. 
Savage, Mr. Rodrick, Mr, Phelan, and T. G. 
in our next. 


NEW COURSES OF LECTURES. 


In Tue Lancet of Sarurpay Next, Octe- 
ber the 8th, will be published the Introduc- 
tory Address delivered on the re-opening of 
the London University by Professor A. 
T. Tuomson, The same number will con- 
tain several other introduc'o y addresses 
delivered in the different medical schools of 
Loudon. 

The present opportunity is embraced for 
announcing that the above-mentioned num- 
ber of Tue Lancer (No. 3 of the volumes 
for the present year) will contain the first 
of an extended and elaborate course of 

LECTURES ON MEDICAL 

JURISPRUDENCE, 


to be delivered immediately in the Univer- 
sity of London by Professor A. T. THom- 
son. The whole of the proof-sheets of 
this course will pass under the revision of 
the Professor; and the lectures will contain 
the received doctrines and discoveries in 
forensic medicine, down to the moment of 
the revision of the discourses by the lec- 
turer. 

The enactment of the Mepicat Witnesses 
Biit, in the last Session of Parliament, has 
reudered the science of Meptcat Jurispru- 
PRUDENCE one which is pregnant with sub- 
jects of the deepest interest, both to MEDICAL 
STUDENTS and ESTABLISHED PRACTITIONERS, 

There will be commenced in this Volume 
of Tue Lancer, and concluded in the two 
volumes of the present year, a course of lec- 
tures by M. Macenpie on the 

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE NERVOUS 

SYSTEM. 

The MSS. of these important lectures 
will pass under the revision of M. Macenvte. 

Reports of the most important CLivicaL 
Lectures delivered in the great Hospitals— 
of the most interesting of the Lonpox Hos- 
pirat Cases—of the Proceedings of the 
Mepicat Societies, and Reviews of Books 
will be regularly continued in this journal. 

THE LANCET GALLERY OF 
MEDICAL PORTRAITS 
will be forthwith re-opened, engraved 
Portraits, executed on steel, of Proressor 
Grant and Mr. Warpror, being already 
nearly completed, 


FESSES 
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